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Minutes 


Mr. Goarte JE 16/3) 
une Copsey 


Attached is the questionnaire which 
Professor Gros promised to let me have 
during our recent talks about claims 
arising out of the Anglo-French military 
action in Egypt. 


2. You may like to have it copied and 
distributed to those in the Foreign Office 
and other Departments who are interested 
in this matter of claims. I should be 
grateful for two copies in due course.e 


3. If we have a similar questionnaire, 


I should also like to have copies and to 
be able to send one to Professor Gros. 


Se 


(F.A. Vallat) 
December 8, 1956 
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avec les compliments du Professeur Gros. 


d'un repré 
Internatio 


de quelqutun 


services 


9"/ Avez-vous ét 
fore en votr 


par 
Uni 


Minutes. 


you for the copy of 
re. ave n 
with 2 cop 


2. I do not know o similar 
questionnaire is d by the British 
authorities to r and evacuees 

from Egypt but am raising the question of 
the desirability of introducing such 

a questionnaire. Whilst it may be 

useful for the accumula material 

to be used to pe de the tians 

to behave the 

inclined to doubt whe t is of 

value for the purpo f any event 
financial settlement wi 

seems to me that it 1 d be extraordinarily 
difficult to translate any ill-treatment 
revealed by statements in reply to this 
questionnaire into financial terms, except 
perhaps in those cases where an individual 
has suffered physical ill-treatment 
leaving permanent damag 


(W. Godfrey) _ 
4 December 11, 1956 
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Minutes. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Minutes. 


I attach a copy of a questionnaire 
provided by the French which appar 
is given to all French subjects 
from Egypt at port or airport, and 
ask a series of questions on their 
treatment in yot; mostly desiened to 
ascertain whether the Egyptians are 
behaving properly in their treatment of 
evacuees and aimed obviously at the 
production of evidence for use in the 
United Nations. The French enquired 
if we made a similar enguiry of British 
subjects arriving in the United Kingdom. 
So far as I am aware, we do not and I 
imagine that it might indeed be very 
difficult to suade British subjects 

to put up 

with a reque for tion of su 
a questionnaire. 
desirable to con hether we should 
endeavour to obtain similar information 
the issue of a similar questionnaire. 


2i6 So far as the bill eventually to be 
presented to the Egyptians is concerned I 
Should not have thought that there would be 
much value in compiling answers to 
questionnaire of this kind since this is 
the sort of thing that it is almost 
impossible to translate i nancial 
terms, except perhaps where permanent 
physical injury has been suffered. On 
the other hand, it might, if it were 
possible to acquire it, prove useful to 
have evidence with which to confront the 
Egyptians, or to provide to the United 
Nations, in order to try to stop them from 
continuing to treat refugees and evacuees 


{as 


Minutes, 


as roughly as they appear to do at present. 


6. Soy). 


(W. Godfrey) 


(ee H eurely tye Dasember 11, 1956 


Mr. Ross 
African Department * 
Consular Departmen¥ 


Claims Depértment 
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62805 (5640) A.O.St. 


Minutes 
Your minute of December 11. 


Claims Department consider on balance 
that it would be worth while to obtain a 
similar sort of questionnaire. 


2. The questionnaire will also be of use 
in connexion with the infringements of the 
Convention Relative to the Protection of 

Civilian Persons in Time of War (Cmd.8033). 


3. It is suggested that one of the early 
questions asked should be the full names 
and permanent address (if there is one) in 
the United Kingdom of the declarant. 


4. It may be considered desirable to 
obtain particulars about his British 
nationality, limited for the present 
purpose to the number and place and date 
of issue of his passport, and the date and 
place of his birth. Further particulars 
may be required in the cases of persons 
landing in British possessions other than 
the U.K., ¢.g., Malta or Cyprus, but this 
is a matter for the Colonial Office. 


5. It might be as well to expand No. 6 
to enable a general statement of what 
property or interests in property were 
left in Egypt to be made by each declarant. 


6. Perhaps Assistant Legal Adviser 
should see these papers. 


os, Dihicreud: 


(A. Williams ) 
December 1 1956 


Mr. Godfrey. 

Copies to: Mr.Ross 
Africap Department 
Consular Department 


Miss Gutteridge (for her 
information) 
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D.P.W, 51-7837 


Minutes. 


Ref: 8 ested Questionnaire for 
British subjects arrivi from Egypt. 


I agree with Mr. Williams. 


ian 


(F.F. Garner) 


December 17, 1956. 


Mr. Godfrey 


Copies to: 
Mre Rose 
African Department 
Claims Department 
Miss Gutteridge (for her information) 
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Minutes, 


Mr. Godfrey tells me that this 
questionnaire is of no value at all for his 
purposes. It is not really possible to 
combine a questionnaire about personal 
treatment with one about material losses 
in Egypt. The whole becomes so unwieldy 
and intimidating that it is unlikely that 
anyone would ever answer it. 


2. The only real utility of an 
exercise like this would be to produce 
some statistical basis for our claims in 
the United Nations and elsewhere that our 
people in Egypt hed been badly treated. 
There is a fair amount of evidence already. 


Bs The Home Office, through whose 
Immigration Officers the’ questionnaire would 
have to be issued, are reluctant, on grounds 
of administrative convenience, to take on 
the task and have asked that the proposition 
should be put to them in writing. 


4. Despite the general lack of 
enthusiasm, I have prepared a short 
questionnsire, based on the French version, 
and I submit a draft to the Home Office 
putting the proposal to them. 


a T.W. Garvey 
le 
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We have ventured a few additions. 
If Question 9 is retained (please see 
Mr. Godfrey's marginal note egainst 
paragraph 5 of my minute of December 13: ha aye 
"I should. prefer to do this separately"), Tse FLAG 
we would suggest that the paragraph read:- 


"9, (a) Briefly, what did your 
possessions in Egypt consist 
of? 


(b) Where were they situated? 


(c) Was any action taken by you 
or any Egyptian official 
with regard thereto before 
you left Egypt? 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


(ad) What is your estimate of 
their present value?" 


2. Should not the Home Office be asked 
if possible to send copies of the 
questionnaire to all persons who have 
returned from Egypt to the United Kingdom? 


/3. We 
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62805 (5640) A.O.St. 


Minutes 


Se We do not know whether it may be 
considered necessary for some form of 
reservation to be inserted that the record- 
ing of the information must not be taken to 
imply any responsibility on the part of 
H.M.G. or any guarantee of any future 
action. Adapting the observation made 

in connexion with the registration of 
personal injury and loss in China by 

H.M.B. Consulate General in Shanghai after 
World War II, the wording would, subject to 
legal opinion, read something on the 
following lines:- 


"The object of this form is to assist 
in the preliminary registration and 
notification of certain types of 
personal injury. and loss of 
proverty_/. Any action eventually 
taken will depend on the terms of the 
final settlement with Egypt._/ 
Acceptance by the Foreign Office of 
this registration will not imply any 
responsibility on the part of H.M.G." 


Q, Si luduy 


(A, Williams ) 


December 28, 1956 
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I attach a copy of a questionnaire 
provided by the French which apparently 
is given to all French subjects arriving 
from Egypt at port or airport, and which 
ask a series of questions on their 
treatment in Egypt; mostly designed to 
ascertain whether the Egyptians are 
behaving properly in their treatment of 
evacuees and aimed obviously at the 
production of evidence for use in the 
United Nations. The French enguired 
if we made a similar enqu y of British 
subjects arriving in the United Kingdom. 
So far as I am aware, we do not and I 
imagine that it might indeed be very 
difficult to persuade British subjects 
arriving tired and penniless to put up 
with a request for the completion of 


such a questionnaire. However, it may 
be desirable to consider whether we should 
endeavour to obtain similar information 
by the issue of a similar questionnaire. 


Qe So far as the bill eventually to be 
presented to the Egyptians is coneerned 

I should not have thought that there would 
be much value in con ng answers to a 
questionnaire of this kind since this is 
the sort of thing that it is almost 
impossible to translate into financial 
terms, except perhaps where permanent 
physical injury has been suffered. On 
the other hand, it might, if it were 
possible to acauire it, prove useful to 
have evidence with which to confront the 
Egyptians, or to provide to the United 
Nations, in order to try to stop them from 
continuing to treat refugees and evacuees 


{as 


as roughly 
present. 


African Departmé 
IL. 


Consular Department 


Claims Department 


Nr Groves 


pour tous 


la police, 


l'armée, 


l'alimentation, 


la salubrité, 


Avez-vous regu la visite du 
délégué de la Lég: 


d'un représentant 
Internationale, 


de quelau'un de votre f 


un ordre remis personnellement, 


itions, 


6°/ Quelle est la situation de vos 


biens en Egypte ? 


avant votre arrestation, 


au moment de votre expulsion, 


Combien d'argent av 
orter, 


dateur a-t-il été 
né pour vos biens, 


dans quelles conditions, 


comment a-t-il géréyos biens 
& votre connaissance, 


fo} one hag 
T/ Juelles ont été les conditions 
matérielles de votre départ ? 


par bateau, 


attitude des services égyptiens, 


par avion, 


attitude des services égyptiens, 


Avez-vous, & un moment quelcongque, 
été soumis 4 des menaces, intimidations, 
pressions, mauvais traitements ou sévices ? 


a) pour vous faire partir, 
b) pour abandonner ou liq 


Dans guelles conditions, 


Avez-vous été astreint & 
forcée en votre domicile 


résidence 
ve 


a) a surveillance de qui, 


quelles conditions, 


interdiction de sortir 


ravitailler, 


communiquer avec votre famille, 


avec l'extérieur, 


Quelles personnes de votre famille, 
de vos relations, ont été soumises 
A une arrestation, internement ou 


° 


expulsion ? 


Nom, prénoms, fonctions en Egypte, 


48: 


addresse en France 


Avez-vous des objections a ce que 
yos @éclarations soient utilisées 
par la France devant les Nations 
Unies ? 


rit. 


is a matter for the 


[t might 
enable « 
roperty or int 
left in Egypt to mad y each declarant. 


6. erhaps 
shou see these 


« Williams) 


ire Codfrey. 


Copies to: 


artment 


(for 
information) 
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Registr 
re : 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. TWG/19.XII 


K.8. Peice,Esq., 
Home Office, 
Princeton House, 
271-277 High 
Holborn,W.C.1. 


From Mr. Garvey 


be 


the proposal which has been made here 
that @ questionnaire should be issued 
through Immigration Officers to persons 
returning from Egypt. The intention 
is to identify the individuals who have 
suffered ill treatment, with @ view to 
utilising their evidence in support of 
our case in the United Nations and 
elsewhere.  She-intentieste+het Ene 
choice as to whether the questionnaire 
should be answered pamrey left to 
the individual, and there would of 
course be no compulsion. 

You asked to have this proposal in 
writing. Hence this letter with which 
I enclose adreft of the type of 
questionnaire we have in mind. I 
should be glad if you could let me know 
as soon as possible whether 
arrangements can be made for a form on 
these lines to be issued through 

Immigration Officers to new arrivals 


/ from 


from Egypt. The text should not be 


considered firm for the present. 
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Registry 
No. 


BRITISH SUBJECTS FROM EGYPT 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


The British Government is anxious to know the 
facts about how British subjects have been treated 
in Egypt in recent weeks. 

You have no obligation to give such 
informstion, but if you sre willing to do so, you 
are invited to answer the questions below, and to 


<o. / 
send this form to Room » Foreign Office/S.W.1. 
SS sees A> 


| PART I 
Full neme: 


Address in Egypt: 


Employment in Egypt: 
wh 


Véddress in the United Kingdom: 


Syd meee € ak 


Miran bor bale aecd place. Gane & Fanpar, 
Part II 


ts When did you leave Egypt? 

2s Were you expelled from Egypt, ordid you leave 
voluntsrily? 

3. If you were expelled, did you receive a written 
expulsion order? Tews, 4 ha your Necicrui,? 
4. During the period between October 31 and the 


date of your deperture were you: 
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(a) arrested (say by whom) 


(b) imprisoned (eBay shen and for how long) 


(c) interned ( do. do. ) 
(a) kept under house arrest (for how long) 


(e) permitted to move freely 


5 If you were imprisoned or interned have. you 
anythi to say,about the arrangements for 

taf a ceo sdahex 

me food 


(6) sanitation 


in your plece of confinement. 


6. If you were imprisoned or interned were you 
allowed to receive visits from 

(8) the Swiss Legation 

(bo) the International Red Cross 

(c) members of your family 

Did you at sny time suffer 


TE Sa pice full parhcudary Qed Me wamncae preset 


pressure or intimidation used to u 
either 
(a) to leave Egypt 
or (b) to leave your po ssions behind? 


at has 2d to your_sesSessions in 


is your estimate 
q. How much money were you allowed to take out 
with you when you left? 
49. Did you leave by sea or by air? 
14%. How were you treated by the customs snd other 


officials at the time of your depsrture? 
fob He > 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
aay: a) » ie aiel h, 1967. 


oe a 


@arvey, who is now on leave, spoke to you on 
December 19 about the proposal which has been made 
here that es questionnaire should be issued through 
Immigration Officers to persons returning from 
Egypt. The intention is to identify the individuals 
who have suffered ill-treatment, with 8 view to 
utilising their evidence in support of our case 
in the United Nations end elsewhere. The choice as 
to whether the questionnaire should be answered is 
left to the individual, and there would of course 
be no compulsion. 


You esked to have this proposel in writing. 
Hence this letter with which I enclose a draft of 
the type of questionnaire we have in mind. I should 
be gled if you could let me know as soon es possible 
whether arrangements can be made for a form on these 
lines to be issued through Immigration Officers to 
new arrivals from Egypt. The text should not be 
considered firm for the present. 


(T.S. Tull) 


Paice Esq., 
Home Office, 
Princeton House 
271 High Holborn W.C.1. 


BRITISH SUBJECTS FROM EGYPT 


The British Government is anxious to 


know the facts about how British subjects have 
been trested in Egypt in recent weeks. 

You have no obligation to give such 
informetion, but if you sre willing to do so, 
you ere invited to answer the questions below, 
end to send this form to Room ...., Foreign 
Office, S.W.l. 

The object of this form is to assist in 
the preliminery recording of certsin types of 
personal injury and loss of property. Acceptance 
by the Foreign Office of this registration 
will not imply any responsibility, financial 
or otherwise, on the pert of Her Majesty's 


Government. 


PART I. 
Full Neme: 

Address in Egypt: 
Employment in Egypt: 


Present address in the U.K.: 
(Stete permanent eddress if any) 


Netionelity: 


Number, dete and place of issue of Passport: 


PART If 
: When did you leave Egypt? 


2. Were you expelled from Egypt, or did you 
leave volunterily? 

3. If you were expelled, did you receive e 
written expulsion order? If so, is it in 


your possession? 


4./ 


4. During the period between October 31 snd the 
date of your depsrture were you: 
(a) arrested (sey by whom) 
(b) imprisoned (say how, where and for how long) 
(ce) interned ( do. do. ) 
(a) kept under house srrest (for how long) 
(e) permitted to move freely. 


5. If you were imprisoned or interned have you 


anything to sey about the srrangements for 


(a) sccommodetion 

(b) food 

(¢) ssnitetion 
in your plece of confinement. 
6. If you were imprisoned or interned were you 
allowed to receive visits from 

(a) the Swiss Legetion 

(b) the International Red Cross 

(c¢) members of your family. 
7. Did you st eny time suffer physical maltreatment? 
If so give full perticulers end the names of eny 
witnesses and their present addresses (if known). 
8. Wes pressure or intimidation used to get 
you either 

(8) to leave Egypt; or 

(b) to leave your possessions behind? 
9. How much money were you ellowed to take out 
with you when you left? 
10. Did you leave by ses or by sir? 
11. How were you treated by the customs and 


other officiels st the time of your departure? 


PART ILI/ 


Zo be printed on a sepsrate sheet/ 


PART IIT 


12. (a) Briefly, what did your possessions in 
Egypt consist of - land, buildings, 
securities, cash in hand, cash st the 
bank, furniture, car, personal effects, 
pension rights or any other asset? 
Where were your possessions situated? 
Was any ection teken by you or an 
Egyptien officiel with regard thereto 
before you left Egypt? 

Whet is your estimate of their present 


value? 


[Ent SooN 


bome Office, 
Princeton Bouse, 
271-277 biah bolborn, W.C.1. 


10th January, 1957. 


Dear Tull, 


I seem to have taken an inordinate time to answer 
your letter of January 4th about a proposai questionnaire 
to be issued through Immigration Officers to persons 
returning from Egypt. I am glad to be able to tell you 
that we are prepared to arrange for this. Do you wish to 
modify the text you enclosed with your letter? 


i 


Yours sincerely, 


T. S. Tull, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 


Downing Street, 
S.W.l. 


J 


AFRICAN DEPARTMENT 


FROM 


Dated 


Received in 
Registry— 


References to former relevant papers 


(How disposed of) 


uy. f 


(Action (Index) 


completed) 


Q. if ‘ uy 


References to later relevant papers 


MINUTES 


FROM Sin ALFRED BOSSOM, 87., LL.D., FV) R.1.B.A. MEP. 
Da. -A ; ‘3 
Cec Caus Q Lp : 


>] ; ss a 5, CARLTON GARDENS, 
“ a S.W.1. 
i : ER Alce dt pe 
$ 


WHT gE AL TT / January, 1957. 


I don't wish to worry you un- 
duly but I am being asked py certain 
vicars, not only in my own constituency 
but in others, to let tnem lknow if any- 
tning is being done to nelp British 
subjects who have been turned out of 


Egypt. 


Could you tell me what action 
is being taken in this connection 
and where I can get fairly full 
information about &, so that if these 
people want to help they can be put 
on the right tracks. 


With the best of wishes and 
deeply appreciating any advice you 
can let me have, 


Ly eee 


A.D, Dodds-Parker, Hsq., M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 


BiG aie’ EY = 
477 WW Ue 4 9 ane / eS ke 

AR J your letter of January V; you ree me — 
Registry } * 


No. 7 F | 41 | what is being done to help Brit en nationals who 
Jf a 


err : have been exoelled from Egypt. 
Top Secret. BY 

Be , The arrangements put into foree early in the 
Confidentia 


Restricjed. Suez crisis, vhen a large number of British 
Open 

nationals were expelled from Egypt or were obliged 
yajt. Letter tof 
by circumstances to leave that country, are still 
Sir Alfred Bossom 
BFyy M.P. in operation, Funds have been placed at the 


ERIBP. disposal of the Swiss authorities in Egypt for 


: at 
the maintenance of those Beet in need 


of financial assistance who are still resident 
Venere: wiho-eve and also for the purpose of 

advancing funds for air or sea passages to Hurope 
or the United Kingdom to those who wish to leave. 


British Consular officers at the various European 


ports, at which ships carrying British refugees 


eall, meet all such ships and give advice and 


assistance in the form of warm clothing, blankets 
and other comforts. They also warn British 
Consuls at subsequent ports of call, and the 
United Kingdom authorities, of the number of 
refugees on each ship, dates of arrival and the 
urgent requirements of any of the persons on 
beard. 


From: 


ALR British refugees, including Maltese, and all 
Mr. Dodds—Parker 
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others coming to the United Kingdom from Egypt4t 
the present time are met at the ports, airports or 
railway stations by representatives of the British 
Red Cross and the National Assistance Board, 

Those themes without relatives in the United 
Kingdom or any kind of shelter are taken to 
Hostels, run by the AssistanceBoard or other 
bodies, where they are housed and fed while steps 
are taken tofind employment and Sy accomno- 


datimg for them. Those entirely without means 


or with insufficient for their minimum requirementg 


fare 


are given financial assistance. 

The Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 5, York Terr: 
Regents Park, London, N.W. 1. is also willing~-end 
able to give advice and financial assistance to 
Goateoseed British subjects from Egypt. H.M.G. 
have, as you probably know, advanced the sung of 
£100,000 to the Society for this purpose. 

A special section has been set up in the 
Foreign Office to receive and record particulars of 
the value of the property and other assets of British 


nario’ who have been obliged to leave Egypt. 
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POREIGH 


Janvary 15, 1957. 


(SE 1613/3) 


Thank you for your letter of January 7 in which you 
asked me what is being done to help British nationals who 
have been expelled from Egypt. 


The arrangements out into force early in the Suez 
erisis, when a large number of British nationals were 
expelled from Egypt or were obliged by circumstances to 
leave that courtry, are still in operation. Funds have 
been placed at the disposal of the Swiss authorities in 
Egypt for the maintenance of those in need of financial 
assistance who are still resident there; and also for the 
purpose of advancing funds for air or sea passages to 
Europe or the United Kingdom to those who wish to leave. 
British Consular officers at the various Suropean ports, at 
which ships carrying British refugees call, meet all such 
ships and give advice and assistance in the form of warm 
clothing, blankets and other comforts. They also warn 
British Consuls at subsequent ports of call, and the United 
Kingdom authorities, of the number of refugees on each 
ship, dates of arrival and the urgent requirements of any 
ef the persons on board. 


British refugees, including Maltese, and all others coming 
to the United Kingdom from Egypt at the present time are met 
at the ports, airports or railway stations by representatives 
ef the British Red Cross and the National Assistance Board. 
Those without relatives in the United Kingdom or any kind of 
shelter are taken to Hostels, run by the Assistance Board or 
other bodies, where they are housed and fed while steps are 
taken to find employment and accommodation for them. Those 
entirely without means or with insufficient for their 
minimorn requirements are given financial assistance. 


/the 


Sir Alfred Bossom, Bt., LL.D., FP.R.T.BeAscy MePos 
House of Commons. 


The Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 5, York Terrace, 
Regents Park, London, N.#.1. is willing and able to 
give advice and financial assistance to British subjects 
from Egypt. Her Msjesty's Government have, as you 
probably know, advanced the sum of £100,000 to the 
Society for this purpose. 


A special section has been set up in the Foreign 
Office to receive and record particulars of the value 
of the property and other assets of British nationals 
who have been obliged to leave Hgypt. 


I hope this gives you the information you require. 


(294) Douglas Dodd 


(Parliamentary Under-Secretary) 
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May I thank you for 
Dodds Parker's letter JE 1613/3 
about British nationals who 
have been expelled from Egypt. 


I do appreciate 
this information, which I 
have passed on to the people 
who were asking me for it, 


tan Harvey, Sq. LD, MP), 
Foreign Office, 
SeWele 


AFRICAN DEPARTMENT J he 


EGYPT 
Bis. RawWuran, 1 ike <qart- 
m.P 
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3rd January, 1957 


frr Ro 


to my sttention the plight of persons 
who have been expelled from Egypt, and 
hearing accounts, both oral and written, 
of the treatment they have received, 


Moreover, et meetings in my 
constituency great indignation has 
been shown that more is not being 
done for these people, and I would be 
much obliged if you could give me some 
indications as to the policy of the 
Government towards their plight, 


Aart 


The Rt.Hon. Allan Be. ae 


Minister of State, 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 
S.W.1, 


soon &8 possible. 


oy teas 
cies (J. Dodds) 
Assistant Private 
to Gommander Allan 
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Seat Ra fait 
_- of State—you_eneuired about tne policy ofits 


} 
Top Secret 
Secret. 
Confidential 
Restricted. 
Open 


Peter Rawlinson 
Esq., M.P. 


rom: 


in’ Dade utarker 


RECHVeS in 
Svea. 


15 JAN 1957 


Drajt. Letter to 


es View al be 


incyourleiier of Wee 2 tp-the Minister 
G, a 


ldo 


Can 


bowards British nationals who have been expelled 
From Egypt. 

The arrangements put into force early in the 
Buez crisis, when a large number of British nati 
rere expelled from Egypt or were obliged by 
kircumstances to leave that coutry, are still in 
ecenaetiont Funds have been placed at the disposal| 
pf the Swiss authorities in Egypt for the maint 

pf thoseBaicdohnatienets in need of financial 
pssistance who are still resident there; and also 
or the purpose of advancing funds for air or sea 
ae to Europe or the United Kingdom to those 
who wish to leave, British Consular officers 
ht the various European ports, at which ships 
arrying British refugees call, meet all such 
(its and give advice and assistance in the form 


and other comforts. 


id warm clothing, blankets 
hey also warn British Consuls at efroquent ports 


pf call, and the United Kingdom authorities, of 


Fhe number of refugees on each ship, dates of 
Lees and the urgent requirements of any of the 
ersons on board. 

British refugees, including Maltese, and all 
ae coming to the United Kingdom from Egypt at 
he present time are met at the ports, airports on 
ailway stations by representatives of the British 
Hed Cross and the National Assistance Board, 
hose Whe=ese without relatives in the United 
hay or any kind of shelter are taken to Hostels 
yung by the Assistance Board or other bodies, where 
where they are housed ana fed, while steps are 


ie to find employment ana diviews accommodation 
for them, 


Those entirely without means or with 


insufficient for their minimum requirements, are 
deiven 


given financial assistance, 


The Anglo-Hgyptian Aid Society 5, York 


Terrace, Regents Park, London, N.W. 1., is also 
willing and able to give advice and financial 
assistance to @esressee British subjects from 
Egypt. Her Majesty's Government have, as you 
probably know, advanced the sum of £100,000 to 
the Society for this purpose. 

A special section has been set up in the 
Foreign Office to receive and record particulars 
of the value of the property and other assets of 
British nationals who have been obliged to leave 


Egypt. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


: 4in 
tad areata 


January 15, 1957. 
(JE 1613/5) 


As Allan Noble is away I am replying to the letter 
which you sent him on January 2 about the Government's 
policy towards British nationals who have been expelled 
from Leypte 


The arrangements put into force early in the Suez 
crisis, when a large number of British nationals were 
expelled from igypt or were obliged by circumstances to 
leave that country, are still in operation. funds have 
Deen placed at the disposal of the Swiss authorities in 
Egypt for the maintenance of those in need of financial 
assistance who are still resident there; and also for 
the purpose of advancing funds for air or sea passages 
to Surope or the United Kingdom to those who wish to 
leave, sritish Consular officers at the warious European 
ports, at which ships carrying british refugees call, 
meet all such ships and give advice and assistance in 
the form of warm clothing, blankets and other comforts. 
They also warn British Consuls at subsequent ports of 
call, and the United Kingdom authorities, of the number 
of refugees on each ship, dates of errival and the urgent 
requirements of any of the persons on boards 


British refugees, including Maltese, and all others 
coming to the United Kingdom from egypt at the present 
time are met at the ports, airports or railway stations 
by representatives of the British Red Cross and the 
National Assistance soard. Those without relatives in 
the United Kingdom or any kind of shelter are taken to 
Hostels run by the Assistance Board or other bodies, 
where they are housed and fed, while steps are taken to 
find employment and accommodation for theme Those 


/entirely 


Peter Rawlinson, LSce, liePes 
House of Commons, 
Seliele 


entirely without means or with insufficient for their 
minimum requirements are given financial assistance. 


The Anglo-igyptian Aid Society, 5, York Terrace, 
Regents Park, London, NeWeles is also willing and able to 
give advice and financial assistance to british subjects 
from Egypte Her Majesty's Government have, as you probably 
know, advanced the sum of £100,000 to the Society for this 
purposes 


A special section has been set up in the Foreign Office 
to receive and record particulars of the value of the 
property and other assets of British nationals who have 
been obliged to leave igypte 


(Parliamentary Under-Secretary) 
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With the Compliments of the 


Private Secretary to the 


Financial Secretary 


to the Treasury 


The writer has been informed 
of the transfer. 
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hee fase E me_ 


on January 10 about the position 


_Liessaurs 


Registry é eto Henry Brooke at the 
ye: debe ‘fede 0m Stuk ham 
(= 


Sitr Hugh, Lucas 
Toothy M.P., 
H. of &. 


From: 


Mr.Dodds—Parker 


of British subjects who have had to leave 
Egypt. = 

(The position is, As you Cull know, 
the Egypti Government have sequestrated 
all British and French property in Egypt and 
have thus prevented British and French 
subjects from having access to their property 
for the time being. It is too early to say 
what will eventually be done with such 
property, and any claim for compensation would 
therefore be premature at the present time. 
The Foreign Office is prepared to receive 
particulars of British owned property in 
Egypt and to va 1 information to the 
Swiss authorities so that they, as Protecting 
Power, can take such action as ma 
possible to prevent dissipation of or damage 
to British owned assets. The Foreign Office 
is also prepared to receive for record 
purposes, but without any commitment on the 
part of H.M.G., details of property including 
approximate values, left behind in Egypt. 

As regards the particular - about 
payment of compensation, you will understand 
from what I have said above that at the 
present time there are not really any grounds 
for a claim for such compensation. We 
naturally hope that the Egyptian authorities 
will be induced to release their sequestration 
provisions and that the British subjects 
concerned will recover their property. 


In any gape, 1 fear that we cannot use the 


‘Egyptian sterling balances to help these 


/unfortunate 


unfortunate people who have suffered from 
the Egyptian refusal to release their assets 
in Egypt. I must refer you, in this connexion, 
to the answer which Derek Walker-Smith ¢ 
Sir Jocelyn Lucas 32" pscesmmestiont on 
December 4 (Hansard - columns 1045-6). Not 
only have we no power to do this but such a 
measure would be quite unprecedented since, in 
the past, this sort of thing has only been 
done as part of the arrangements made at the 
conclusion of peace with a country with which 
we have been at war. 
te 

If the cdi seine treat on 
need of immediate financial assistance or has 
any other problems, I would suggest that he 


should get in touch with the Seeretary of the 


Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society (No.5, York Terrace, 


Regents Park, London N.iW/.1. telephone Hunter 
9834-7). The Society, to which H.M.G. have 
authorised a contribution of £100,000, has 

been made responsible by the abel ot ffice 


for all matters arising from the Seueurien 


of refugees and evacuees from Egypt. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


January 16, 1957, 


Henry Brooke passed to me the letter which 
had sent him on January 10 about. the position of 
ritish subjects who have had to leave Egypt. 


As you will know, the position is that the 

Egyptian Government have sequestrated all British 
and French property in Egypt and have thus prevented 
British and French subjects from having access to 
their property for the time being. It is too early 
to say what will eventually be done with such 
fede act and any claim for compensation would 

herefore be premature at the present time. The 
Foreign Office is prepared to receive particulars of 
British owned property in Egypt and to pass the 
information to the Swiss authorities so that they, as 
Protecting Power, can take such action as may be 
area to prevent dissipation of or damage to 

ritish owned assets. The Foreign Office is also 
prepared to receive for record purposes, but without 
any commitment on the part of Her ajesty's Government, 
details of preperty including approximate values, 
left behind in Egypt. 


As regards the particular point about payment 
of compensation, ig will understand from what I have 
said above that at the present. time there are not 
really any grounds for a claim for such compensation. 


We / 


Sir Hugh Lucas-Tooth, Bart, M.P. 


We naturally hope that the Egyptian authorities will 
be induced to release their sequestration provisions 
and that the British subjects concerned will recover 
their property. In any case, I fear that we cannot 
use the Egyptian sterling balances to help these 
unfortunate people who have suffered from the 
Egyptian refusal to release their assets in Egypt. 

I must. refer you, in this connection, to the answer 
which Derek Walker-—Suith gave to Sir Jocelyn Lucas on 
December 4 (Hansard - columns 1045 - 1046). Not only 
have we no power to do this but such a measure would 
be quite unprecedented since, in the past, this sort 
of thing has only been done as part of the arrangements 
made at the conclusion of peace with a country with 
which we have been at war. 


If the person your enquirer has in mind is 
in need of immediate financial assistance or has an 
other problems, I would suggest that he should get in 
touch with the Secretary of the Anglo-Egyptian Aid 
Society (No. 5, York Terrace, Regent's Park, London, 
N.W.1. Telephone: Hunter 9834-7). The Society, to 
which Her Majesty's Government have authorised a 


contribution of 5100,000, has been made responsible 
by the Home Office for ail matters arising from the 
reception of refugees and evacuees from Egypt. 


(sgd.) Douglas Dodds-Parker 


Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary 
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the. 


I visited the Anglo—Hs syyptian Aid society on 

January 10 at York Terrace. They were carrying out 
their duties with aimiable competence and seemed to be 
eenerally cospeging with those who were coming in. 
Qe They were having the difficulties, usually found 
in an organiset ton newly formed ay volunteers, in finding 
their way round Government Departments such as the 
National Assistance Board, nest cy of Labour etc., but 
they appear to be getting along reasonaoly well and 
finding considerable supnort from other Government 
Devartments. 


Oe I told Mr. Clare Martin and Mr. Brewis that 
they should let me ow if there were anything I could 
do to help although of course the WoAé Department was 
their sponsoring Government Department. 


nar iy : (A. D. Dodds—Pa Parker) 
African Departmrn 
— Ke January 11, 1957. 


fe 


lately 


Be. ie, 


Ne Gulp. 


t way rou 
National Assis 


oly 
rovernment 


3 sch 
they s ) é anytt 2 I could 
do to altt 4 3 2 4A epartment was 
their sponsoring Govern Der 


African Depvartmrnt 


J 


AFRICAN DEPARTMENT 


EGYPT 


195, 


FROM 
6.0. tithe 
A.a, © De 


2 Gems etuke, 1. A she | Sa ee 
Dated Swe. Qa Aus Sak ag 


Received in 
Registry— USS 
/ 


te ey AAO 
V 


l 


References to former relevant papers MINUTES 


244) 
Ye 


a) Goa WM ocscek, Vee wt an te wy) 1 


7 


(How disposed of) 


(Action 
completed) tise) 


Th | Ser 
References to later relevant papers 


M4320 50774—2 


See le 


January 22, 1957. 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd to 
refer to your telephonic enquiry about the 
administration of aid to British subjects 
expelled from Egypt, and to inform you that 
the Anglo/Egyptian Aid Society, of 5, York 
Terrace, Regents Park, N.W. 1., is the body 
to which Her Majesty's Government have made 
a grant of £100,000 from public funds for 
this purpose. 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(A.J. Wilton) 


The Clerk, 
Merchant Taylors’ Halli, 
30, Threadneedle Street, 
B.C. 2. 


MERCHANT TayLors’ HALL, 
30, THREADNEEDLE STREET, 


Lonpon. E.C.2. 


For the attention 29th January, 1957. 


Jere3/ic ( 


of Mr. Wilton 


Dear Sir, 

I am sorry that I have not previously 
acknowledged your letter of the 22nd January in 
which you were good enough to give the information 
for which I had asked concerning the Anglo-Egyption 
Aid Society. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 


Sa HMM 


Clerk of tha Company. 


The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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62805 (S640) A.O.St. 


Minutes 


I attach a submission by Mr. Tull 
about Her Majesty's Government's attitude 
towards British subjects expelled from 
Egypt. I would first make these points:— 


(1) Mr. Barker is inclined to 
express himself a little more forcibly than 
he means. 


(2) The British Chamber of Commerce 
in Egypt, London Branch, would appear to 
be taking the place of the proposed 
Association of the British Community of 
Egypt,’Most of the members of the three 
committees in Alexandria, Cairo and the 
Canal Zone, which formed the Chamber, are 
in London and there is, I think, a great 
deal to be said from their point of view 
if they establish a London Office to look 
after the various interests of their 
members. 


(3) We do not overlook the retired 
officials dependent upon pensions from 
Egypt and have taken a record of a number 
of such cases. Retired businessmen 
devendent on income from Egypt are on the 
whole fewer, since most have tried to take 
their funds out of Egypt, but there are a 
number of businessmen with continuing 
interests in Egypt. The question has been 
raised of advances to Egyptian Government 
pensioners who cannot apply to the Anglo- 
Egyptian Aid Society for assistance from 
the Government's £100,000 grant but the 
Treasury has not been prepared to agree to 
advances in their case on the ground that 
it would create an awkward precedent. 

There is a proposal in a paper prepared for 
the Home Affairs Committee of the Cabinet 
that the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society should 
be allowed to use part of the £100,000 grant 
to assist pensioners but this has yet to be 
considered. 


25 We have of course already had 
approaches from British subjects expelled 
from Egypt who find themselves without 

funds in the United Kingdom and who considag 
that H.M.G. should make advances to them 
against their property in Egypt, or, 
alternatively, to compensate them for what 
they have lost.As regards compensation, 

they overlook the fact that the property 
which they left is not lost but sequestrated 
and that they may eventually recover it - 
although it must be admitted that the 
prospects of complete recovery seem to be 
less and less. They also overlook the fact 
that if the Egyptians seized their property, 
then any claim which they may have will be 
against the Esyptian Government. Most 
appear to take the line that H.M.G. is 
responsible for the present situation and 


’ 


Ante 


/%e 


Minutes 


Shite 
i compensate them immediately. 


Be The possibility of interim assistance 
in the form of advances against property 
which they left in Egypt, has been raised 
with the Treasury and the answer has been 
firmly that there is no possibility of 
advances. It would hardly be possible 

to give any other answer since it would 
involve Her Majesty's Government taking 
responsibility for actions of the Egyptian 
Government and the Treasury attitude is that 
provision has been made inside the United 
Kingdom for everyone to have his minimum 
requirements through National Assistance. 

As you will be aware, a paper has been 
prepared for the Home Affairs Committee of 
the Cabinet, recommending that the 
Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society should be 
authorised to give additional assistance out 
of the Government grant, to those who have 
previously enjoyed a high standard of 
living in Egypt but this increased grant 
could hardly be continued for any length 

of time and in any case the paper has not 
yet, so far as I am aware, been considered 
by the Home Affairs Committee. Moreover , 
the scale proposed would still be considerably 
below what most of these people will have 
enjoyed previously and they are not likely 
to be satisfied. I am afraid that we shall 
continue to hear more of this: / » reud 4 
Some fon wn a tage Pvonten qa Aiki, AIL. 
AA ace cad 6 meambn POEs fom In PE howe 


py Ke ame po, 
A. Soy F 


(W. Godfrey) 
January 16, 1957 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


Mr. Ross 
Fo Mimiter, ake arvore iP 
the deed <p wm flaw Hx 
Refutations 4 Lellrw bi Lov rred 


Neve tess Corld a vary rbat 
paper by enifen (w+: drop) ee) 
lee natn ioe Pome © fan 


do tauandeg ord bt. Mens Hefo 
baie oF 


ae any yl, objethenr Se 
noes h~ CoriaKrt (oe oe ARK / Mr. piasea 


z 
9S 
c 
< 
= 
2 
=x 
Ee 
z 
z 
Wi 
= 
IS 
c 
= 
itty 
a 
° 
= 
So 
z 
=x 
= 
fo} 
z 


Minutes, 


Mr. Blackhem hes in your absence 
shown me the above draft. I wonder, if I 
may say so, whether it sufficiently brings 
out the political problem. 


2s The essence of the problem is that 
the entire assets, personel and business, of 
British subjects in Egypt have been 
“sequestrated” and it is becoming increasingly 
clear that this involves their liquidation end 
dissipation by the Egyptians. Homes, 
furniture and possessions are being sold up. 
Businesses are being sold to the new “economic 
institute", the proceeds being seized and 
dissipated by the sequestrator. The order 
of magnitude of the assets effected is, I 
understand, about ££200m. 


5s This process represents the 
elimination of the livelihood of some 5,000 
Anglo-Saxons end 6,000 Maltese, who errive in 
this country in many cases (there ere notable 
exceptions) with a few pounds, and many of 
whom do not easily understsend why they should 
be put on to the Poor Law. 


ERS They tend to see their present 
misfortunes 4s the direct consequence of 
action freely taken by H.M.G. of its own 
volition. 


5. When they ask how they can recover 
their assets the official answer is that any 
claim they may have lies against the Egyptian 
Government and may be put on record with Mr. 
Godfrey incase an opportunity should arise 
of pursuing it at a later stage. 


6. This enswer is no consoletion to the 
poor and ignorant who went money now. It 
infuriates the more intelligent who recognise 
that the Egyptian Government will not and, 
even if it would, could not physically restore 
what it has taken from them. 


Te Officials who have to deal with 
these people must thus attempt to bring the 
discussion to a close with pious hopes that 
something or other of @ more satisfactory 
kind will emerge from an eventual settlement, 
taking very good care to avoid saying anything 
that might imply that H.M.G. eccepts 
responsibility for anything or will ever pay 
anyone a penny. 


8. If it is in fact the cease that H.M.G, 
repudiate any responsibility, it would be, I 
suggest, very much better if this were said 
clearly now. There would certainly be a 
storm in the press and in the House of Commons, 
but it might blow over. The present course 
of action, which involves kidding the customer 
along with double talk, is liable only to stoke 
the fires of annoyance end to make the 
explosion the louder when it occurs. 


oe 


Minutes. 


9. The practical possibilities in 
the long run seem to be: 


(a) that privete claims should be 
included in an eventual waiver, 
in which case H.M.G. will have 
assumed a responsibility towards 
the claims which will have to be 
discharged somehow; or 


that the claims should be excluded 
from a waiver, in which case the 
claiment will have full freedom 

to pursue them, but not the 
slightest hope of getting anything 
or 


thet steps should be taken now to 
meke limited ex gratia payments in 
the worst cases of hardship. This 
would take much of the sting out 
of the present agitation. 


P Ge 


T.W. Garvey 
ganusry 21, ‘oh | 
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British subjects expelled from Egypt. 


From interviews which I have had with Mr. H.A. Barker 
end other prominent British subjects expelled from Egypt 
I have gained the impression that ea mejor row is developing 
over H.M.G.'s treatment of British subjects expelled from 
Bgypt. 


I em eware thet Mr. Barker and Sir Edward Peel have 
seen Mr. Dodds Parker, but it is possible thet the former, 
who is my main source, expressed himself more bluntly 
to me than he would to a Minister. 


Mr. Barker clearly regarded the gift of £100,000 by 
H.M.G. to the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Scoiety as derisory. 
He spoke of the reconstitution of the British Chember of 
Commerce in Egypt (London) as being the principsl weapon 
which he and his assogi#tes would use to press the claims 
of all British subjects, not merely for interim assistance, 
but also for compensation for what they hseve lost as a 
result of H.M.G.'s policy in Egypt. This new body, which 
will be an amalgamation of the British Chambers of 
Commerce in Cairo, Alexandria and elsewhere, will examine 
and assess claims for compensation and will recruit help 
from lawyers and accountants in this task. They do not 


regard themselves merely as 8 post office, but (to use 

Mr. Barker's own Le eres use every means at their 
disposal to obtain compensation direct from H.M.G. rather 
than @ promise that H.M.G. will negotiate for compensation 
from the Egyptian Government" . 


Mr. Barker spoke at length of the verious categories 
of British subjects who are affected and drew our attention 
to one new category, with which we have not ourselves been 
connected, that is the retired official or businessman who 
depended for his livelihood on s pension or income from 
Egyt. This category has not yet I believe been catered for 
by any Government action. 


Mr. Barker's view was that the minimum which H.M.G. 
could do would be to provide in full compensation of claims 
of £3,000 or less, This would be an interim measure in 
order to help those who were most severely in need and 
without prejudice to larger claims, both of businesses and 
individuals. 


You will no doubt have observations to make, but I 
suggest that it is our clear duty to warn Ministers of 
what is impending. Perhaps you would discuss the matter 


with Mr. Ross, 
; Woe ee 


bam 


een 
January 12, 1957. 


Mr. Godfrey 
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Registry 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. _, 
SUBMISSION 


ath 


BRITISH SUBJECTS EXPELLED FROM EGYPT 


Letters from M.P.'s and other sources 


reflect a growing feeling among the British 
subjects wno have been expelled from Egypt that 


H.M.G. should help them much more effectively. 
There is, in fact, evidence of a pressure 
group building up. 

Sources of Pressure 

The main categories of persons affected 

by recent events in Egypt are:- 

(a) Individuals who have to leave Egypt 
and have lost all their possessions, 
income ete. there (this includes 
individual members of British firms); 
Individuals (including firms) in this 
country who have lost assets in Egypt 
as a result of the Egyptian 
sequestration legislation; 

British subjects who rely on income 
from an Egyptian sources principally 
pensioners of the Egyptian Government , 
as well as some individuals living on 
business proceeds from E 
These three categories, none of them small, 
together constitute a sigfoie minority. So 
far there is no one organisation which speaks 
in the name of all. 
A group of prominent British residents 
in Egypt have already mooted an "Association 
of the British Community of Egypt" and tried 
to obtain official recognition and support 


for this. No official encouragement was 


/given. 


given. The project now seems to have been 
revived by reconstituting the British Chamber 
of Commerce in Egypt as the Chamber of Commerce 
in Egypt (London). Most of the members of the 
three committees in Alexandria, Cairo and the 
Canal Zone, which formed the Chamb are in 
London and have notified us of their intention 
to form such a body to represent British 
interests in Egypt in this country, and to 


advise British subjects with interests in Egypt 


to join their group. They intend to issue an 
official announcement to the Press in this sense 
in the near future, and one of the provisional 
Vice-Presidents of the proposed Association has 
told the Department that their object will be:- 
(i) to assess and check all British 
claims on account of losses in Egypt, 
and 
(ii) +o study the possibilities of restoring 
British commercial relations A Eeyrt. 
It is clear that this body is intended to fulfil 
the same function as the previously proposed 


fe 
"Association". It will Ree pect to deal 
he 
~ 


with H.M.G. as if it were an officially 
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recognised body. 
Courses of Action which H.M.G. are likely 


to be pressed to take. 


(These have all been suggested already in 


some form or other). 
H.M.G. have been asked to help in the 
following ways:— 


(a) by making advances to persons in this 


country against assets which they hold 


Jin 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 


Confidential. 
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Draft. 


pt but to which Egyptian 


sequestration prevents access, 


This suggestion has taken the form of 


of a plea for direct advances or action 
with the banks to mubeorige/overara te: 
The Treasury have ruled firmly that 
there is no possibility of H.M.G. making 
advances. sak iy case, 
involve H.M.G. taking responsibility for 
actions of the Egyptian Government. 
Action with the banks isAlaboseivte, as 
this would involve a guarantee by H.M.G. 
of any overdraft. The official Treasury 
reply to those who complain that they 
are hereby reduced to penury is that they 
must apply for National Assistance; 
by paying compensation for loss. 
The position at the moment is that 
compensation does not arise as the 
property in question is still technically 
only "sequestrated"; in any case, any 
claim which lies would be against the 
Egyptian Government and not against H.M.G3 
(by the pensioners) ee ee ee 
maiingeood the amount lost by the 
Egyptian Government's failure to meet 
the pension payments. 
There is no precedent for taking this 
action, which would amount to accepting 
the obligations of a foreign government. 


/The 


The Treasury have ruled it out of court. 


Action Taken by H.M.G. to Bate 


The welfare of British subjects expelled 
from Egypt in this country is a matter which lie 
within the province of the Home Office. They 
have made the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society 
responsible for co-ordinating the work of 
voluntary societies in this connection and ENE. 
made the sum of £100,000 available to.the Society 
to assist in its work. A paper has been 
prepared for the Home Affairs Committee of the 
Cabinet recommending that the Anglo-Egyptian 
Aid Society should be authorised to give 
additional assistance out of the Government 
grant to those who have previously enjoyed a 
high standard of living in Egypt. It is also 
proposed that the Society should be authorised 
to make relief payments to pensioners. 

The above states the present position. 
None of the arguments advanced make much 
impression on those who are pressing for more 
help; they teke the line that H.M.G. is 
responsible for the present situation and 
should pay compensation to all those who have 
suffered as a result of the Suez action and 


its consequences, 


z 
1) 
« 
< 
= 
a 
= 
= 
= 
z 
E 
FS 
4 
wi 
a 
° 
| ool 
x0) 
z 
<= 
E 
° 
= 


e AFRICAN 


199 EGYPT 


Kenconieucebuuu. Wy We Sem Seuctary 
henewiig Ke Prchlom Croatich Oey The ouvured 


ECRET 

S CI IN -WAR C OWT A british Lol. ug i] we 
We Hk (57)S C28 NH 

Dated =—— 2 Cau (pr, cok Subnutiug LOC OW MOKA CEUL UW 
Received in gona vor TNe. keebon seit ie Winch Ve 


Registry— Tamron Soh Sov.2u oak anautd assume wn a Cn Miter 


References to former relevant papers MINUTES 


D Goucsr Opi Gl ste, Sen 
Deounany 


»). oe Wun he, bes Fee) aaa 


oS) FO. ae. eae 


2D) eter Ope. Chute 


(How disposed of) 


walt) MPLS On. 1..0,, 


oe 
£) Hr Petuson Hore Office 6 MM Gane Dae 


Ahrrfe/ sg 


(Action | 
completed) ©" 
CABINET DOCUMENT REMOVED AND DESTROYED 


Way IN ACCORDANCE WITH CABINET Orit 
‘ \%. : INSTRUCTIONS ; THE ORIGINAL SHOULD BE 
e FOUND IN THE CABINET OFFICE RECUSDS. 
References to later relevant papers 


M4211 50514 


SS 


British Refu, 


(Hea. (57) 3) 


The Home Secretary's paper makes proposals for 
improving the terms upon which relief is made available to 
British refugees from Egypt through the National Assistance 
Board and the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society. It concerns itself 
with relief and nothing else. 

2. This is all right for the very poor (perhaps a quarter 
of those now accommodsted in hostels). The remainder, though 
their economic circumstances varied greatly, ere used to being 
self-supporting and independent. They have lost their homes, 
possessions and livelihoods as a result, as they see it, of the 
Anglo-French intervention in Egypt, and they want not relief but 
compensation or restitution for what they have lost. They are 
not accustomed to living on bare subsistence scales (even when 
these are slightly incressed as the Home Secretary proposes) 
and they resent charity. The Home Secretary's proposals are 
thus unlikely to be regarded by the refugees or by the MPs and 
others who have taken up their cause, as any satisfactory 
solution of the problem. 

3. I have advanced the view, in a separate paper already 
submitted, that the best prospect of dealing with the present 
growing clamour would lie in a system of ex gratia payments to 
all refugees, within a fixed upper limit, the amount being 
proportionate to losses sustained and reclaimable from any 
compensation eventually extracted from the Egyptians. Any 
solution on these lines would be strongly opposed by the 
Treasury. The views of Foreign Office Ministers upon it are 


not yet known. 


Ju. 


h. If ex gratia peyments were ruled out, and a solution 
had to be found on a basis of increased relief, the Home 
Secretery's proposals in paragraph 23 of the paper appear 
with two exceptions ( (5) and (6) ) to be niggardly. 

5. H.M.G. have made a good deal of play, in their 
publicity, with the generosity of their grant of £100,000 to 
the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society. As this paper shows, any 
relief given by the Society from this grant has had to be on 
N.A.B. scales. The net result of the grant so far has thus 
been merely to reduce the expenditure which would normally have 
fallen on the N.A.B. as part of the services of the welfare 
state, and H.M.G. have actually incurred no additional 
expenditure on the relief of refugees. Moreover, aS paragraph 
22 of the paper shows, even with the increased scales now 
proposed by the Home Secretary ,no more than £100,000 in all 
will have been spent on relief of British refugees from Egypt 
in the current financial year, of which only some £37,000 will 
be laid out on payments which the N.A.B. would not have had to 
make anyway. This is not a figure from which H.M.G. will be 
able to extract much kudos in dealing with their critics. 

6. The following comments are submitted on the detailed 
proposals in paragraph 23:- 

No. (1) (Resettlement Allowances). This is a step forward. 
We should urge that the scheme should be generous. 

No. (2) (Childrens'’ Allowances). This is satisfactory. 

No. (3) (Housing). Cannot some more steam be put behind 
this proposal? Housing is in many cases the key to finding 
work. I understand that local authorities have helped with 
houses for the Hungarians: they should surely do the same for 


the British. 


No. (4) (Relief Payments). I am advised that the standard 


/ NAB. 


N.A.B. rate of relief for a single man is £2 per week plus 
his rent (which may be as much as £2 or £3 more). On this 
basis, H.M.G. will not be bursting themselves if they grant 
@ meximum of £6 per week for a single man. If (as seems to 
be the case) the principle of differentiation between the 
refugee and the ordinary British pauper is admitted, surely 
we should make a proper job of it and fix a rate of say £9 
per single man. 
Nos. (5) and (6) (Educational Grants). These proposals, if 
they mean wheat they appear to, are wholly satisfactory and 
meet a real need. 
Ts Recommendation. 

It is recommended that, subject to any decision 

reached on the separate submission referred to in paregraph 


3 above, the Minister of State should make the points listed 


Gua 


January 24, 1957- 


in the preceding paragraph. 
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Refugees from Egypt 


I understand that the Home Affairs Committee 
on Saturday established a Sub-Committee on the 
above subject, which Lord Gosford will attend this 
evening; and that Mr. Ormesby-Gore wishes to 
discuss the matter with Lord Gosford this morning. 


2. I attach below HA(57) Sana the brief on it 

from which Mr. Ormesby-Gore spoke. The minutes 

of the Home Affairs Committee are not yet available. 
I understand that the Committee approved the 
detailed recommendations in paragraph 23 of the 
paper,and that the purpose of the Sub-Committee 
meeting this eveming is to consider whether measures 
of mere relief meet the case. In that connection I 
draw attention to paragraph 3 of the brief below and 
to Sir I. Kirkpatrick's minute of January 2h (Flag A) 
expressing the view that ex gratia payments should 
not be excluded in cases of special hardship. L 
hope that it may be possible to press for a system 
of payments on these lines. In this conrection 
you will have seen a letter on the middle page of 
to-day's Times. 


K Fes 
T.W. Garvey 
January 28, 1957 
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Tel. No.: WHitehall 8100 
HOME OFFICE, 


ij FR ‘ : WHITEHALL, 


Our Ref, a : ? 
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Dear Garner, 


I enclose a copy of a draft paper for 
the Home Affairs Committee about British 
refugees from Egypt which we propose to 
submit for the Home Secretary's consideration. 
It ought, if possible, to be circulated for 
consideration at a meeting next week and I 
should be grateful if you could let me know 


as soon as possible if you have any comments 
on ite 


Yours sincerely, 


eae 


F. F. Garner, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 
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BRITISH REFUGEES FROM EGYPT 


Memorandum by the Home Seeretary 


and Minister for Welsh Affairs 
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1. ‘There sre several questions about the treatment of 
British refugees from Egypt which I wish to bring to the 
attention of my colleagues. When refugees first began to 
arrive in this country it was announced on lst December that 
I should be responsible for co-ordinating the arrangements 
for their reception and settlement. It is imperative that 
it should be seen that these arrangements are no less 
favourable than those for Hungarian refugees, and, since the 
British refugees who have been made destitute as a result 
of the recent events in Egypt will be regarded as having a 
special claim to Govermment assistance, it is important that 
we should forestall any criticism that the scale of assistance 
given to them is inadequate. At the moment public attention 
is concentrated on the plight of the Hungarian refugees, but 
there are already some signs of disquiet about the treatment 
which is being given to British refugees. 

2. ‘The emergency arrangements for the reception of 
refugees and their accommodation in hostels which were made 
by the National Assistance Board have worked very well and 
there has been nothing but praise for the humanity and skill 
of the officers of the National Assistance Board who have 
dealt with returning refugees. The arrangements made since 
ist December, and in particular the announcement that the 
Government were making a grant of £100,000 toe the Anglo=- 
Bgyptian Aid Society to enable it to give promot relief to 
British refugees, have done much to dispsi the criticism which 
became apparent in the-House of Lords carly in December that 
no special treatment was given to the needs of our fellow 
British subjects. The fact remains, however, that the scale 
of financiel assistance aveilable to these people from 

/Government 
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Government funds.is at present no greater than that available 
to any other recipient of national assistance. In view of 
the Government's special responsibility towards British 
subjects from Egypt, I doubt whether we can mintain the view 
that this is the most that they deserve. 


Present position 
3. The number of refugees who had reached this country 


by 3lst December was about /2,750/, of whom about /2,0007 


have been accommodated in hostels which had been earmarked for 
the purpose by the National Assistance Board, The emergency 
arrangements made by the Rational Assistance Board provided 
for accommodation for 2,500 refugees, and the Ministry of Works 
are now putting in order four additional hostels, which will 
provide for a further 2,500. Four hundred places will be 
available on 10th January and further places will become avail- 
able week by week until the total number is ready by about the 
middle of February. 

he ‘The four additional hostels now being prepared will 
be managed by the British Red Cross Society and the St. John's 
Ambulance Society, who will be generally resparsible for the 
welfare of the refugees and will in due course take over the 
management of the hostels which are at present being run by 
the National Assistance Board. The Ministry of Supply will 
be responsible for supervising the catering and domestic 
services et all the hostels. 

5. The Anglo-Egyptien Aid Society will be concerned, in 
particular, with those refugees who have not had to be 
accommodated in hostels. They have already dealt with 
applications from some 500 refugees living outside hoste}s. 
Arrangements have been made with the fomen's Voluntary Services 
to visit such refugees on behalf of the Society and to make 
reports about their circumstances on which the Society can 
form an assessment of the financial assistance required. The 
Society will also have liaison officers in all the hostels, 
who will be responsible for the payment of pocket money to the 

/vefugses 
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refugees and for liaison with other Government Departments 
and with the headquarters of the Society in regard to their 
settlement in employment or possible emigration. 

6. ‘The Society have been told that a condition of the 
grant made-to them is that payments made to refugees should 
be on a scale comnensurate with that applied by the National 
Assistance Board and that the expenditure of Goverment funds 
will be subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General. The Society have also made a public appeal for 
funds from which they have received about Le, 007 in 
voluntary donations. The Society have expressed the hope 
that they will receive as much os £100,000 in voluntary 
contributions, but in view of the amount already subscribed 
for the relief of Hungarian refugees, it seems unlikely that 
they will do so. ‘They are at liberty to dispose of these 
voluntary funds in such way as they think best, but they have 
agreed that any payments which they make from them will be 
related:to special needs which arise from the peculiar 
circumstances in which refugees from igypt are placed, and 
that the arrangements for such payments will not be such as 
to imply that the scales of relief at Netional Assistance 
Board standards are inadequate. 

Future arrivals 

7. According to present information the pressure on 
British subjects to leave senek tia elites since the 
withdrawal of the british and Prench Foress, ‘he Swiss 
authorities have, however, been authorised to advance money 
for passages to those British subjects who apply for it, 
whether they are of Anglo-Saxon or Maltese origin. They 
have been told that in view of the difficulty of finding 
sufficient accommodation in this country for the refugees, 
Nese 2oaeuaton to Thack only Ih pw 
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members of the British commmity in Egypt, and it may be that 
in course of time some of them will decide not to come to this 
country. The arrangements now being made will provide 
accommodation in hostels for nearly 5,000 persons. ‘he total 
number of British subjects of Maltese — aiving in Egypt 
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hostel accommodation will feed to be provided, 
Seale of financial assistance 

8 In considering whether the scale of financial 
assistance at present available to British refugees is 
adequate, it is convenient to consider separately the two 
classes = those in hostels and those outside. The standard 
of accommodation provided for those in hostels is substantially 
better than that provided for Hungarian refugees. In addition 
to board and lodging, refugees are given pocket money at 
national assistance rates (isc. 12/+ per week for persons 
over ... and 5/= per week for those between ... and ...). 
Unless my colleagues feel that the pocket money allowance is 
insufficient, I see no reason to expect criticism of the 
present arrangements. 

9. The primary consideration with those in hostels is 
to find work for them and if possible to get them out of the 
hostels. It is therefore important that there should be 
every incentive to go out to work and that any refugee who 
finds work but is unable to find accommodation should receive 
a@ substantial financial benefit. The present proposals of 
the National Assistance Board are that, if a refugee is placed 
in work but has to contims to live in the hostel, he will be 
charged for the board of himself and the members of his family, 
but that the charge will be so calculated that he is always 
left with an amount equal to the pocket money which would be 
payable to himself and the members of his family, and in 
addition an earning allowance of £2 if he-is over 21, 30/= if 
he is between 18 and 21, and £1 if he is between 15 and 16, 

/the 
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The charges in the hostels will in any case he at a rate 


comparable to the charges made by the Ministry of Supply to 


industriel workers (which are below cost), so that in practice 


many refugecs will be left with more than the £2 a week over 
and above the pocket money peid to all refugees in hostels. 
These arrangements seem to me to be on a sufficiently generous 
scale to commend general approval and to guard agsinst any 


danger that refugees will not think -it worth talking work. 
10. A minor difficulty arises about the payment of 


travelling and subsistence expenses for refugees living in 
hostels who wish to apply in person for employment. The 

ordinary practice is to advance the cost on an undertaking 
to repay, but I suggest that no such undertaking should be 
required of british refugees. 

ll. ‘och more difficult questions arise about the 
scale of financial assistance for refugees living outside 
hostels. Many of these are relatively wealthy members of 
the Anglo-Saxon community, who have been acoustomed to a very 
mach higher standard of life than the type of person who in 
this country requires assistance from the National Assistance 
Board. tefugees of this type will (as the letter at 
Appendix A shows) undoubtedly consider that they have a claim 
to special treatment, both becouse they, more than other 
people, have suffered directly es a result of the entry of 
British and French Forces into Egypt and because they have 
lost large suns of money in Faypt as a result of their 
expulsion. hile the fate of their property remains 
uncertain, they will expett generous assistance from the 
Government, if only as a temporary loan. 

12. The problem has already arisen in a practical form, 
Some, refugees have, for example, taken rooms in hotels in 
London on their errival in this country with such limited 
funds as they had at their disposal, where the rates payable 
are considerably in excess of the allowances which could be 
made under National Assistance Board scales, When their 

/funds 
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funds have gone, these people may apply - and some of them 
have already applied - to the Anglo-Egyptien Aid Society, who 
can perhaps make them an allowance at a rather higher scale 
to tide them over the immediate difficulty. llowever, the 
terms on which the grant was made to the Society would 
preclude them from making a continuing grant at this higher 
rate, since this would imply that the National Assistance 
Board rate is inadequate. A further problem with which 
this class of refugee is faced is that of education. Many 
of them have children who are being educated at private 
schools in this country or are in the course of their Univer- 
sity education. The Society could not possibly meet the 
cost of educating these children out of the voluntery funds 
and there is at present no means by which funds can be 
provided from public souress unless the Ministry of Education 
or the local education authority is able to help in the case 


of University or technical students. 
13. There are obvious difficulties about giving any 


special treatment to refugees from Egypt who are faced with 
problems such as these. fhe first is that such action 
might be held to imply that the National Assistance Board 
standards of relief are inadequate in themselves; the second 
is that it might lead to demands from other classes of the 
community Yho have suffered as a result of recent events in 
Egypt; and the third is that if any special treatment is 
given to the refugees who are not living in a hostel, it may 
look like discrimination between the Anglo-Saxons and the 


Maltese section of the refugees (most of whom will require 


hostel accommodation), and may also lead to an exodus from 


the hostels in the hopes of obtaining a more liberal stendard 

of assistance outside. I believe, however, that public 

opinion will expect that the British refugees from Egypt will 

be generously treated and that bsoause of the reasons for 

their plight and the extent of their loss,the people of 

this country will not draw comparisons between the treatment 
/accorded - 
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accorded to these refugees and to other British subjects in 
need of national assistance. Apparent discrimination between 
refugees in hostels and those outside is more likely to be 
criticised than preferential treatment for the refugees as a 
whole. 

Proposals 

4. ‘The proposals for which I seek my colleagues’ 
Support are designed to secure that British refugees from 
Egypt are given financial assistance on a scale which will be 
generally regarded as appropriate to their special needs and 
to avoid any appearance of discrimination between the two 
classes oi refugee. these proposals relate only to the 
period during which refugees are being assimilated to the life 
of this country. fhe question whether they should receive 
any compensation for the losses- which they have sustained es 
a result of their expulsion from Zgypt raises much larger 
issues which we cannot usefully consider now. 

(a) Kefugees in hostels 

15. As indicated in paragraphs 6-10, I consider that 
the treatment which is being given to refugees in hostels 
(subject to the minor point about the payment of expenses to 
those who wish to seek employment) will not be regarded as 
ungenerouse It seems clear, however, that we must be 
prepared to give further assistance to this class of refugee 
when the time comes for them to be absorbed in the community. 
Wany of the Maltese have very large families, and, although 
it may be possible to place the parent or parents in employment, 
it will be difficult for them to obtain accommmodation and in 
most cases impossible for them to furnish it, since they are 


without any financial resources. So long as the family 


f 
remains in a hostel they will be provided usually at 


considerable expense to public funds, but it is most undesirable 

that they should remain“in'the hostels for a long period and 

I therefore propose that in cases where the parent or parents 

have been placed in employment and the family can be settled 
/in 


=8- 
in other accommodation, a resettlement grant should be paid 
to cover the cost of furnishing and equipping a home for the 
family, and that,in addition to this grant, allowances for the 
children should be paid by the Anglo-fgyptian Aid Society from 
Government funds until the mother becomes eligible for family 
allowances. 

16. ‘he cooperation of local authorities should be 
enlisted for the provision of housing and accommodation for 
these refugees. It is essential to do everything possible 
to avoid creating concentrations of imltese refugees, 
particularly in the larger cities, and the ideal solution 
would be to persuade as many local authorities as possible to 
allocate one or two houses for occupation by refugee 
families, and thus to spread them over the whole country. 

(b) Refugees outside hostels 

17. ‘the type of refugee who docs not require hostel 


accommodation is liksly to need financial assistance in a 


rather different form Some of them my be living with 


relatives or friends and may require only a subsistence 
allowance to cover their expenses until they secure employment. 
They are more likely to be able to obtain well-paid jobs and 
to settle themselves without the need for grants from the 
Government, but, when they cannot do so, refugees outside the 
hostels should be eligible for resettlement grants in the same 
way as those in hostels. 

18. There will be a relatively small number of diffi- 
eult cases where refugees who have not gone to hostels are 
living mt with relatives or friends but in hotels, for which 
they have so far been able to pay with such money as they 
could bring from Egypt or may have had in this country. From 
particular cases which have come to the notice of the 
National Assistance Board and the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 
it seems likely that if, when their funds run out, they were 
to contime to live in the type of accommodation which they 


obtained for themselves, financial assistance would be required 
/at 


-9- 
at about double the ordinary National Assistance Board rate. 
If the National Assistance Board were dealing with this type 
of case, they would have to tell the applicant that either he 
must move into cheaper accommodation or into a National 
Assistance Board hostel. ‘There are obvious political diffi- 
culties about dealing with British refugees from Egypt in 
this way and it is not desirable to add to the numbers of 
those in the hostelé. On the other hand, it is clearly 
impracticable to support such people in relatively expensive 
hotels for any prolonged period of time. The Anglo-iigyptian 
Aid Society would no doubt be willing to bear some part of 
the cost of these hicher allowances from their own voluntary 
funds, but these are not likely to be adequate to meet the 
whole of the extra cost, and I groposs that the Society 
should be authorised to mke payments from the Government grant 
up to a maximum of £6 ver week ver person (supplemented, where 
necessary, by payments from the Society's voluntary funds) 
for a period of not more than three months, where the 
individual circumstances of the refugee are such that it would 
not be reasonable to expect him to seeek accommodation in the 
type of hotel at which ths rates would be covered by a 


National Assistance Board allowance. It should be made clear 


by the Society in such cases that this mst be regarded as a 


temporary arrangement while the refugee secures employment. 
19. ‘The other large problem with which some of these 
refugees are faced is the education of their children at 
private schools or universities, It is possible that an 
arrangement can be made by which the Society can use for this 
purpose certain charitable funds which can no longer be used 
for their original purpose of relieving distressed British 
subjects in Egypt, in which cose the use of Government funds 
may not be required. But it is essential that the Society 
should be able to make the necessary payments in the lmowledge 
thet if they cannot be met from private funds, they may be met 
from the Goverment grant. The whole question of the payment 
/of 


-W-. 

ae school fees will have to be fully considered when the scope 
of the problem becomes clearer, but there would be the gravest 
political objection if the education of the exiiieeaict any of 
these refugees had to be interrupted as a result of their 
inability to pay the fees, and I arivees that the Society 
should be authorised to make payments, if necessary from the 
Government grant, to enable refugees to psy school and univer- 


sity fees to which they are already committed. 


Other categories eligible for 
special relisf - 


20. A number of cases have already com to light of 
young people who are being educated in this country st private 
schools or universities whose parents, being British subjects 
in Egypt, ere no longer able to send remittances to this 
country. Although the young people themselves are not 
refugees, they sre clearly direct victims of the recent events 
in Egypt snd I propose that the Society should also’ be 
authorised to meet their immediate educational commitments, 
if necessary from the Government grant, and to pay them 


allowances as refugees, 


21. Another class of pérsons in need of assistance is 
those whore main source of income is a pension from the 
Keyptien Government. Payment of these pensions haa now been 
stopped, and until it is restored I propose that these persons 


should be regarded as sligible for agsistance from the Society. 


Durations of spscial relicf 
22. It is clear that a policy of giving more yenerous 


financial assistance to refugees than is available on ordinary 
national assistance scales could not continue indefinitely. 
I therefore propose that it should be a basic principle of 


this special relief that any refugee who secures regular 


employment and remains in it for more than, say, one month 


would cease to be eligible for any special form of assistance 

if he were tater to become unemployed, in that event he would 

have to apply for national assistance on the ordinary scales. 
/It 


«it « 

It will also be necessary at some future date to review the 
position of those refugees who are unable to work or who 
have been unable to find it end are still living in hostels 
or being supported by the Anglo-Sgyptian Aid Society. 
CONCLUSIONS 

230 It has been estimated that the cost of providing 


hostels and maintaining up to 5,000 refugees in them will be 


of the order of £400,000 to the end of the present financial 


year, and that the grants made by the Anglo- Egyptian Aid 
Seciety on a scale commensurate with National Assistance 
Board scales may total as much as £55,000 during the same 
period. These costs would be considerably increased if the 
proposals put forward above are acoepted, but it is not 
possible at the present stage to put forward any reliable 
estimate of the additional cost involved. 

2h. ‘the proposals for which I invite my colleagues‘ 

support are as follows:- 

(1) refugees in hostels should be paid allowances 
for travelling and subsistence if they wish to 
seek employment, without any requirement to 
repay (paragraph 10); 

(2) the Departments conesrned should be invited to 
work out a scheme for the payment of resettle- 
ment allowances for refugees both in hostels 
(paragraph 15) and, when necessary, outside 
them (paragraph 17); 

ildnns 

(5) sash allowances should be paid to refugees 
settled outside hostels until family allowances 
become payable (paragraph 15); 
local authoritics should be invited to make 
houses available for refugee families (para- 
graph 16); 

The Angloelgyptian Aid Society should be 
authorised to make payments from the Government 


grent up to a maximum of £6 per head por week, 


/for 


-1l2< 
for a period of not more than three months, 
to refugees living in accommodation where the 
rates are in excess of National Assistance 
Board scales (paragraph 18); 


the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society should be 


authorised to make payments to refugees to 


enable them to meet immediate educational 
commitments, and such expenditure my, if 
necessary, be charged to the Government 

grant (paragraph 19); 

children of British subjects in Kgypt who are 
no longer able to support them, and pensioners 
of the Egyptian Government whose pensions 

have been stopped, should be regarded as 
eligible for assistance from the Anglo-Egyptian 


Aid Society as refugees (paragraphs 20-21), 


27, Sedgley Road, 
Winton, 
Bournemouth, 
Hampshire. 


December 19, 1956. 
The Honourable Sir Anthony Eden 


Dear Sir, 


It may be a daring thing for me to do, to write this 
letter, but I do feel you should know something of our case. 


We happen to have lived 45 years in Egypt, and were 
suddenly taken away from our lovely flat in Suez, with every 
comfort, lovely clothes, to be imprisonement in Cairo, my 
husband in Heliopolis and myself in Meadi, my husband's job 
was Marine Surveyor for three different fareing firms, he had 
an income of 5000 pounds a year, we had a cook and servant at 
home and a pleasant social life, and left a banking account 
for a good 24,000 pounds between us, in Barclays and Ottoman 
banks in Suez. We have not seen our home again, and came 
here, without any clothes or money, and are just existing here, 
with help from friends but how long will this carry on, ‘The 
banks here can not help us, what our money can come out in 
Bgypt, but surely the Government should be able to do something, 
to reclaim or pay us for all we have lost, so as to be able 
to live a normal life. My husband will be 63 next birthday, 
myself 61 next birthday, we can not start afresh, It isa 
very hard blow, to have lost one's home, with all its 
belongings and souvenirs. We were amongst the unlucky ones, 
as we happened to live in the Canal Zone, and all this was 
done to us, because your Government bombed Port Said. 


I am praying that my letter may reach you and will have 
some consideration. 


Myself, I am from Holland by birth. 
Yours respectfully, 
(sgd.) MARY WILTSHIRE. 


. FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


January 3, 1957. 


Dear Peterson, 


Thank you for your letter of December 34 
enclosing a copy of a draft paper about British 
refugees from Egypt. I have shown this paper 
to Mr. Dodds Parker, who comments as follows:- 


og Fe This looks a "fair do” to me = 
as fair, that is, as we can make it. 


2. I assume that a Foreign Office 
Minister will be asked to attend the H.A.C. 
when this is taken," 


As I mentioned to Peach on the telephone, 
I have some drafting amendments to paragraph 7 
which I think would bring it more in line with 
recent telegrams on this subject. To make it 
simpler, I am enclosing a suggested new draft 
for pgragraph 7, which I think it would be fair 
to say is non-controversial. 


Yours sincerely, 


(F.F. Garner) 


A. We. Peterson, ESde, 
Home Office, 

Whitehall, 

S.Wele 


Future arrivals 

7. According to present information the pressure on 
British subjects to leave Egypt seems to have relaxed since 
the withdrawal of the British and French Forces. The Swiss 


authorities have, however, been authorised to advance money 


for passages to those British subjects who apply for it, 


whether they are of Anglo-Saxon or Maltese origin. They 
have been told that in view of the difficulty of finding 
sufficient accommodation in this country for the refugees, 
their evacuation will have to be arranged so that only those 
in greatest difficulty should come first and that in particular 
persons who were already receiving relief in the past should 
be asked to wait. They have also been told that the number 
of Maltese who come here, including those who make their own 
arrangements, should not exceed an average of forty a day. 
The Swiss authorities have been instructed to continue to 

pay relief allowances to members of the British community 

in Egypt, and it may be that in course of time some of them 
will decide not to come to this country. The arrangements 
now being made will provide accommodation in hostels for 
nearly 5,000 persons. The total number of British subjects 
of Maltese origin living in Egypt was between 6 and 7,000, 
and even if the majority of them decide to come here, as they 
may, it seems improbable that further hostel accommodation 


will need to be provided, 
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. =e of Commons, 
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One of my constituents has 
parents-in-law who have just been 
forced to leave Egypt. Apparently 
they paid their own passage home 
to this country amounting to about 
£145, and I am wondering whether 


there is any chance of them being 
assisted with this expense. 


As far as I recollect I think 
there is some association that is 
looking after this matter, but I 
should appreciate any information 
you could give me that would enable 
me to give some positive information 
to my constituent. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Rt. Hon. Selwyn Lloyd, c.B.g Affairs. 


January 25, 


I write on behalf of the | 
Secretary to acknowledge the eosin E of 
your letter, dated January 24, 1957, 
concerning the parents-in-law of one of 
ur cons Eituents who have been forced 


0 leave Egyot. 


A reply will be sent to you as soon 
as possible. . 


5 


Private Secretary. 


The Rt. Hon. F.J% Bellenger, M.P. 


Draft letter to 


The Right Hon. 
F.J. Bellenger, 


MiP. , the cost of passages from Egypt f the t 


Thank you for your letter of January 


in-law of one of your constituents. 
from 


from Egypt. 

~ 

Swiss Legation in Cairo, so t 
advances to British subject 

not permit them to pay Tt. 
In such cases, howeverf the person assisted had 


to give a writtén ungertaking to repay 


the 
/ 


advance é Accordingly, even 


Aida Society, 5, York Terrace, Regent's 


én expelled from Egyptand others who may 


be in 


fecd as arcéult of the Egyptian Government 
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of passages, they may beable to assist your con- 
stituent!s—parents-in-law if the letter are in 


ediate nee fiaid. 


Ta. 


OUTTLE 
(gB 1643/20) } - 


My dea ea 

Thank you for your letter of January 24 about the 
cost of passages from Bgyot for the parents-in-law of one 
of your constituents. 

The Government ere examining very sympathetically the 
general question of aid to British subjects expelled from 
Egypt, Gt I am afraid thet there is no question of the cost 
of fares paid being re-funded. As you say, there is an 
organisation to help any who are in immediate need. it is 
the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 5, York Terrace, Regent's 
Park, London, Neliete The Government have made an immediate 
grant of £100,000 to the Society's funds which have also 


been swelled by voluntary contributions. Ags I said above, 


we are considering what else should be done. 


The Right Honourable 
Fed. Bellenger, MePeo, 
House of Commons. 
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ae 
Thank you for your letter of | 
January 24 about the cost of passages 
from Egypt for the parents-in-law of one 
of your constituents. 

The Government are examining very 
sympathetically the general question of 
aid to British subjects expelled from 
Egypt, but I am afraid that there is no 
question of the cost of fares paid being 
re-funded. As you say, there is an 
organisation to help any who are in 
immediate need. It is the Anglo-Egyptian 
Aid Society, 5, York Terrace, Regent's 
Park, London, N.W.1. The Government 
have made an immediate grant of 
£100,000 to the Society's funds which 
have also been swelled by voluntary 
contributions. As I said above, we 


are considering what else should be done. 
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10 Botoning Street 
THA jitehall 


January 28, 1957. 


Could you advise me how we might reply 
to the enclosed letter addressed to the 


. Prime Minister from Sir Vincent Tewson? 


te 


J.A.N. Graham, Esq. , 
Foreign Office. 


LUCE: 
TRADES UNION CONGRESS, 23-28 Great Russell Street,| 
London, W.C.1. 


e5th January, 1957. 
Rt.Hon. Harold Macmillan, M.0., 
Prime Minister, 
10 Downing Street, 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1. 


Dear Mr. Macmillan, 
Lgypt 


The General Council at their Meeting this week 
gave consideration to the plight of British subjects 
who had returned to this country after their expulsion 
from Egypt, following the British military action in 
that country. 


The General Council noted criticisms which had 


been expressed in many quarters of the inadequacy of 
the relief and welfare facilities which had been 
made available to such British subjects returning to 
this country. 


It is known that very many of them were employees 
of private companies whose services had been terminated 
under conditions which varied very widely. The 
General Council asked me tobring very strongly to your 
notice their view that, irrespective of the fact of 
employment with private concerns, these persons are the 
direct responsibility of H.M.Government, both on the 
wount of distress and on that of the events leading to 
their expulsion. I have been asked, therefore to 
urge H.M. Government to take all possible measures 
to ensure the welfare and re-establishment of the 
unfortunate persons who have been afforded inadequate 
protection by their employers or have been deprived 
of their positions. 

Yours sincerely, 


Vincent Tewson, 
General Secretary. 
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With the Private Secretary’s 


Complimen 


28th ae cc 


urd? 


HOME oniate oe 
WHITEHALL, ‘ 


Ww erage — ie oe 


Home Office, 
Whitehall, 
S.W.4. 


28th January, 


JEG 3/2 


Dear Ramsden, 
aa N 
With reference to your letter to Pittam of 23rd January, 

this is just to confirm what I said over the telephone, that 
the Home Secretary's paper on British Refugees from Egypt 
does not deal with questions of compensation for losses 
incurred by ee ‘subjects resident in Egypt or dependent 

i ist t, because his responsibility is limited 
to canardiontine “the action which is being taken to help 
British subjects who have hed to leave Egypt and who are 
now in this country. I believe that the Foreign Office 
have the problems you mentioned very much in mind. 


I am copying this letter to Graham and Maude. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sga.) A. D. GORDON-BROWN 


G. 0. I. Ramsden, Esq. 
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The Foreign Secretary has now despatched the attached letter 
to the Chancellor of the Excheouer. It deals with the two main 
points which we wish to get inserted into the Prim Minister's 
statement which are: 

(a) advances to pensioners (which includes widows of former 

civil servants) of the Egyptian Government, and 

(b) advances to individual refugees whose possessions in Egypt 

have been sequestrated. 

2. The other points for the statement will be covered by the 

Home Office, who will produce the main body of the draft. I 

have a rough draft paragraph covering our points. 

3. I understand Miss Hornsby-Smith wishes to get the statement 

made tomorrow, If, as I expect, there is strong opposition to 
\ our points, this may be very difficult. I know that the 

Foreign Secretary would not wish to agree to any statement which 

did not contain them. The balance of advantage may therefore 

lie in holding the Prime Minister's statement over until early 


next week. 


T.W. Garvey 
Janua: sheet 


Lord outers 


Copy sent to Mr. Ross | 
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VY, Peyton, Esq., M.P., 
House of Commons, 
London, S.WW.1 


3 


(Dear Selwyn) 


I would be very grateful if you would 
kindly let me know what action has been taken 
so far for the relief of British subjects 
evicted from Egypt. As you will see from 
the enclosed letter which I have received from 
the Chard Rural District Council there is a 
good deal of widespread and justifiable 
concern on this matter, 


(Yours ever) 


(Signed)John Peyton. 


Rt. Hon. Selwyn Lloyd, CBE, TD, QC, MP. 


Copy 


Chard Rural District Council 


Rural District Council 
Offices, 

Snowdon House, 

Chard, Som. 


esgth January, 1957 


Dear Mr. Peyton, 


I 


British subjects evicted from Egypt 


At the meeting of my Council held on 2lst 
January reference was made to the plight of 
British subjects expelled from Egypt, and I was 
directed to communicate with you on the matter 


in the hope that eae may be done to assist 
y 


persons who are financia 
result of such eviction. 


embarrassed as a 


It is understood that there has already been 
a radio appeal, but it does not eppear that any 
immediéte help is forthcoming for urgent cases, 
I enclose a Press report of the discussion 
ze nd meeting extracted from the Somerset County 
azette. 


a information or help you may be able to 
give will be much appreciated. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) A.R.J. Dommett 
Clerk. 
J, W. Peyton, Esq., M.P., 


House of Commons, 
Westminster, London, S.W.1 


January 31, 1957. 


I write on behalf of the 
Foreign Secretary to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of 
January 30 enclosing : a letter 
from the Chard ural D District 
Council about British subjects 
evicted from Egypt. 


A reply will be sent to 
you as soon as possible, 


Private Secretary. 


J.W.W. Peyton Esq., MP. 
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February 1, 1957 


I enclose a letter which the Foreign 
Secretary hes received from Mr. Peyton HP. 
together with the enclosure to which 
ir, Peyton refers and a copy of ir. Lloyd's 
reply. 


EF you see no objection perhaps the Lord 
Privy Seal and Home Secretary would reply 
direct to Mr, Peyton, 


A. A. D. Gordon-Brown, Esq. 


Registr 
Ne : 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidenual, 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 
Letter: 


J.W.W. Peyton, 
Esq., M.P. 

House 0: 
Commons. 


From: 


Secretary of 
State. 
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Le 10 Borwning Street 
Thhitehall 


February 6, 1957. 


Dear 


There are one or two points in the supplemen- 
tary Questions asked after the Prime Minister's 
statement on the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board 
yesterday which will need to be cleared uD. One 
of them is Mr. Grimond's Question about British 
subjects expelled from Egypt but not coming to 
this country. You will see that the Prime Minister 
promised to give Mr. Grimond a reply on this point. 
Perhaps you could let me have a draft letter for 
him to send to Mr. Grimond. 


The other points are about the conversion of 
Egyptian pounds, raised by Mr. Hugh Fraser, and the 
question of the British subjects of Maltese origin, 
raised by Major Wall. I am writing to the 
and the Commonw jealth Relations Office on thes 
points and copies of the correspondence will go to 
Peterson at the Home Office. 


He ee 
} iv 


hy ~ f 
Neltarnasc 


D.A. Logan, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 


I attach a dreft reply, es requested, from the 
Prime Minister to Mr. Grimond about refugees from Egypt 
outside this country. 


2. I think that the present arrengements are right, 
in that it is really not up to H.M.G. to subsidize the 
residence abroad of British subjects. The arrangements 
for exceptional treatment in exceptional cases should 
ensure that hardship does not arise. 


oie The tesk of administering relief would in any 
event fall to H.M. Consular Officers. The Resettlement 
Board cannot reasonsbly be expected directly to administer 
relief outside the United Kingdom. There is however 
something to be seid from the Foreign Office stend-~point 
for shifting the burden of relieving these oeople from 
the Foreign Office vote on to the budget of the Board. 
This would require discussion with the Home Office and 
the Treasury. I suggest thet this correspondence should 
be copied to the Private Secretaries to the Home Secretary 
and the Chancellor. 


pe Cane, 


T.W. Garvey 
Februsry 7, 1957. 
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Draft. TWG/7.1I 


J. Grimond, Esq. 
M.P. 


From: 


Prime Minister 


I promised to let you have a reply to your 
Supplementary Question (official report 
February 5, Column 248) sbout whet is being done 
aa British subjects expelled from Egypt paves 
het cathe to this country. 

A 

Refugees arrive in lerge numbers at ports 
in Continental Europe, especially in France and 
Italy. On arrival they are lodged and fed at 
public expense, under arrangements made by 
British Consular officers, until they can be 
sent on to the United Kingdom. 

The Government obviously cannot and ought 
not to pay, as a general rule, for the 
maintenance in foreign countries of British 
subjects who prefer as a matter of choice not to 
come to the United Kingdom. Exceptions are 
however made where special circumstances exist. 
Where there are strong compassionate reasons 
for permitting an individual to stay in a foreim 
country, Consuler officers have been authorised, 
after examination of the facts here, to continue 
maintenance payments. Again, where the 
individual in question has relatives living in 
the foreign country, who are sble to provide a 
roof, Consular officers have been euthorised in 
specific cases to continue the payment of reli€ 
for the balance of their maintenance. These 
exceptional arrangements are not, of course, 
intended to be permanent. Relief is in. all 
cases payable on the basis of minimum needs. 

° In the case of refugees arriving in Malta 
or Cyprus, the responsibility rests with the 
Colonial Government concerned. 


/ I consider 


I consider that the arrangements 
described above are the best that can be 
devised. Whether they should be put into 
effect by Consular officers on behalf of the 
Foreign Office, as at present, or of the 
Resettlement Board is a matter of 
administrative conyentsnae which will have to 
be considered by the Departments concerned 


when the Board is properly estsblished. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE S.W.1. 


February 11, 1957. 


You wrote to me on February 6th and 
asked for edvice on a reply to Mr. Grimond's 
supplementery question to the Prime Minister 
about British Subjects expelled from Egypt, 
who have not elected to come to this country. 


I enclose a dreft reply. 


sar $e Probar 


N.F. Ceirncross, Esq., 
10, Downing Street, 
Whitehall S.W.1. 
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Minutes. 


Mr. Styatton 


v 


The letter below and paragraph 3 of 
the minutes of the Home Affairs Sub- 
Committee attached relate to an oral 
statement by Lord Gosford that he had 
heard that refugees from Egypt were 
having difficulty in cashing National 
Savings Certificates. I believe that 
Lord Gosford had this story by word of 
mouth from an M.P., perhaps Major P. Wall. 
Could you please either: 


(a) get me the facts; or 


(>) suggest that Major Wall should 
be invited to take the question up direct 
with the Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury? 


N Gare, 
(T.W. Garvey) 
February 5, 1957. 


It was in fact Lord Killearn 
who mentioned this to Lord Gosford. 
A copy of Lord Gosford's letter to 
him is attached. 
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D.P.W. 51-7887 


Tel. No.: WHItehall 1234. Ext... 


Viger Reference seeccincenenae g TREASURY CHAMBERS 
& 4 Z GREAT GEORGE STREET 


Treasury 


Reference ; Er |8 LONDON, S.W.1 


4th February, 1957 


Dear Garvey, 


I see from H.A.(R.E. ) 
January, 1957, at we have been asked to clarify 
the question of encashment of Savings Certificates 
purchased in Cairo by “"Anglo-Egyptian refugees". 


This is simply to say that, if you will let 
us know what the difficulties are, we will go into 
the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


T.W. Garvey, Esq., C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 


FOREIGN OFFICE S.W.1. 


Pebruary 11, 
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A.D. Peck, Esq., 
Treasury Chembers, 
Great George Street, S.W.1. 
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The Rt. Hon. 


Lord Killearn, 
Ger OLBs 


Lord Gosford. 


You mentioned to me 
last week that British subjects 
expelled from Egypt were having 
difficulty in cashing National 
Savings Certificates in this 
country. To help us in sorting 
this out I wonder whether you 
could let me have a few more 
details that I could pass on 
to the Financial Secretary at 
the Treasury. Alternatively 
you may prefer to write to him 
yourself direct. 


< 


February 7, 1957 


Rae sch 
iPeasury 


s bs ha v 
write to him y 


The Rt. Hon. Lord Killearn, G.C.M.G., 
C.8.., 24.0. 
House’ of Lords, 
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Or. 


22 FEB 1957 


€ oe 1613/34 


GN OFFICE, 


S.Wete 


February 25,5 1957+ 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd to refer to your 
letter of the 7th of February, concerning your assets in 
Egypt, and to state that note has been tacen of your view. 


Ae you will have seen from the statement which the 
Prime Minister made in the House of Commons on the 5th of 
February, the Anglo-gyptian Resettlement Board hae been set 
up to deal with the problems of those who were expelled 
from Egypt, and whose property hae been sequestrated by the 
Egyptian Government. If you wish to get in touch with the 
Board, their address is 3, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


A section in this Department is now engaged in 
registering details of British property under sequestration 
in Egypt, on the lines of the Prime Minieter's statement, 
ana in the near future, forms will be sent to you to enable 
you to provide full detaile of your acsets for that purposes 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


wor BO. Daten 


G. A. Jd. Micallef, Bede» 
o/o Industrial Hostel (Block C.l07)» 
Derby Road, 
Rastwood, 
Nottinghame 
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Tel. No.: WHitehall 8100 
HOME OFFICE, 


WHITEHALL, 
Our ue Q—— 


LONDON, S.W.1 
Your Ref.—_____.___.. 


February, 1956. 


Dear Garvey, 


I enclose a copy of a draft letter for 
the Home Secretary to send to the Chairman 
of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board, 
together with a draft memorandum about the 
Board's functions. I am afraid it is all 
rather vague, but the main object is to 
provide something as a basis for discussion. 


Lord Colyton is naturally anxious to 
get some instructions as soon as possible, 
and I should be most grateful if you would 
let me know to-morrow if you have any 
comments on the enclosed documents, 
particularly in regard to the position of 
pensionerse 


Yours sincerely, 


pw lic ie 


T. W. Garvey, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 


You will wish some more detailed guidance about the 
functions of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board and the 
purposes for which it will be authorised to incur expenditure 
from the grant-ineaid to be made by the Government. It is 
difficult at this stage of the problem to formulate any 
precise instructions, and the memorandum enclosed with this 
letter is intended as a general guide to the way in which we 
expect that the Board's activities will develop. If there 
are any points which occur to you or to the Board at this 
stage. I shall be very glad to clear them up, but if the 
memorandum seems to you to afford a reasonable basis for you 
to start your operations, I would suggest that you begin with 
this and let me know if any difficulties develop, As a 
general rule I think that the Chief Officer of the Board 
should make arrangements to seek Treasury authority for any 
extension of the activities authorised in the memorandum 
which would involve additional Government expenditure. If 
the Treasury do not feel able to authorise any particular 
proposal it will always be open to you, as the Chairman of 
the Board, to bring the mtter to my notice and I will 
arrange for it to be examined by the sub-committee of the 
Home Affairs Comuittee which has been established to give 
special attention to the problems of resettling British 
subjects from Egypte One obvious example of the sort of 
matter which ought to be referred to the Treasury before the 
Board reach any final conclusion is the opening of any 
additional hostels. It is difficult to decide in advance 
whether new hostels will be necessary, since we have no very 
reliable information about future arrivals from Egypt, but 
@ decision to open a new hostel inevitably involves 
Bxchequer expenditure on works services and the provision 


The Rt. Hon. /ot 
Lord Golyton, 0,M.G. 


of furniture, and I am sure you will agree that it is proper that the 


Treasury should be consulted in advance. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLELENT BOARD 
uemorandum for the guidance of the Board 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance for 
the Board as to the objects for which the Board is authorised 
to incur expenditure from the funds provided by the Government. 
It is the intention that the Boerd should have & wide 
discretion to deal with imitvidesl 6 cases ‘on their r merits, 
but if the Board consider it desirable to adopt a general 
principle which would be likely to involve a considerable 
inerease in the expenditure of Government funds, they should 
seek Ministerial suthority for doing so. 

1. Hostels 

The Board will be responsible for supervising the running 
of all hostels and for controlling and meeting expenditure 
ineurred by voluntary bodies and Government Departments in 
connection with their operation. The acquisition, ¢quipment 
and furnishing of hostels will be the responsibility of the 
Ministry of Works, and the Ministry of Supply will be willing 
to supervise the catering arrangements at hostels on the 
Board's behalf, The provision of equipment and the newotia- 
tion of contracts should, whersver possible, be done through 
these Government agencies, but where this is not possible 

necessary 

the Board is authorised to incur/expenditure for supplies 
required at hostels. The general standard of accommodation 
and amenities provided at hostels should not be altered without 
Ministerial approval. 

The Board is authorised to pay allowances to residents 
in hostels at the following rates:- 


12/- per week for persons over 15 years of age 


5/= per week for persons under 16 years of age. 
When a British subject whose family is living in a hostel 
obtains employment, a charge should be made on the following 


scale:= 


The scale is based on a figure for the cost of maintenance, 
which is in fact somewhat below the real cost and includes a 


provision ensuring that a wage- earner will in no civeumstaness 


be left with less than £2 a week from } earnings. 


2. Domiciliary allowances 
The Board is authorised to pay allowances to persons 


resident outside hostels to such extent as may be neoossary 
to meet their needs, Each individual case should be 
considered on its merits, and, where a person has been in 
receipt of an allowance from the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, 
the Board will no doubt wish to hawe regard to the amount of 
this allowance and is authorised to continue it, if necessary, 
at the present rate, pending a decision on the payment of any 
grant or loan for the purpose of resettlement. 

In certain cases it may be desirable that persons 
resident in hostels should be given financial assistance to 
enable them to spend a period outside the hostels to attend 
personal interviews with the object of securing employment. 

The Board is authorised to pay allowances in such circumstances 
to the person seeking employment, but not to his dependants, 
for such period as the Board may consider reasonable. The 
rate at which such payments should be made should not exceed 
the rate of £6 a re 

‘The Bosra, may ‘fool, after further consideration, that the 
rates of allowance authorised by the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society 
in certain cases should not be maintained indefinitely. it 
is suggested that, except in the type of case referred to nw 
tha vate of llovance pela by hw Bain should pol oxoed 06 


a week for single person, £10 a wek for « married man, and 
ete 


£1 a week for sach child. 
eNO 


—_e 


The Board is authorised to pay allowances at the normal 


family allowance rate for all children of persons resident 
outside hostels until they become eligible for family allowances. 


[30 


3- Loans and grants 
The Board is authorised to make grants or loans in 


appropriate cases and in particular for the following purposes:- 
(a) Educational commitments 
The Board is authorised to make advances to 
parents for the payment of school and university 
fees up to the end of the current academic year, 
provided that a commitment has already been 
incurred for iivene fees. Wherever possible, 
advances should be made in the form of a loan 
on en undertaking to repay. 
(b) Emigration 
The Board is authorised to pay the reasonable 
cost of passages for British subjects who have 
secured permission to emigrate to a Commonwealth 
or foreign country. 
(c) Baggage 
the Board is authorised to pay the costs of 
transporting the persorleffeots of British 
subjects from Ngypte 


(a) Pensioners of the former 
igyptian Government 


The Board is authorised to make advances, as may be 


necessary, to former pensioners of the igyptian Government 


oe full amount of the pension dus, until arrangements 


made for the igyptian Government again to discharge its 
contractual obligations. 

(¢) Grants for resettlement 

It is proposed that the Board should be authorised to make 
grants or loans to enable British subjects to start a new 
life in this country. This will involve the making of grants 
or leans for such purposes as the purchase of furniture, the 
provision of accommodation, clothing, ete, etc, Detailed 
guidances as to the extent of the authority given to the Board 


will be furnished as soon as possible. 


FOREIGN OFFICE S.W.1. 


Februery 7, 1957. 


Many thenks for sending me copies of the drefts of the 
Home Secretary's letter to Lord Colyton and of the draft 
memorendum sbout the functions of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Resettlement Board. 


My only comment of substance reletes to the third sub- 
peregraph of psragreph 2. It was not imnedistely clear to 
me whet is meant by the words "except in the type of case 
referred to sbove" end I must confess that, despite 4 
conversation with Peach, to whon I ke in your absence 
this efternoon, I am not s greet Geal the wiser. Unless 
the cleuse I have quoted hes some force of which I 6m unawere, 
it seems to me that you are, with «= t sorary exception in 
favour of those who heve received lar allowences from the 
Society in the pest, screwing the Bosrd down to e meximum 
allowence of £6 per week per single person. This was not 
at all whet I understood in the course of the meeting which 
you end I hed with the Treasury on February 41. Indeed the 
edvice which I tendered to the Fore Secretary following 
that meeting wes thet, while the ot Departments concerned 
were not able to fell in with his posals ss to method, 
they were prepared to schieve the eims he had in mind by 
giving the Board full discretion to desl with individual 
cases on their merits. This conception is, I observe, 
reflected in the first sentence of persegraph 2, which gives 
the Board full discretion. But the paregreph to which I 
now call attention appesrs to remove this discretion and tie 
the Board down to an inflexible, and not particularly liberal, 
upper limit. 


This ia the only fault I have to find with your dreft. 
But I must sey that we attech considersble importence to its 
excision. 


I em writing to you seperstely ebout the pensioners. 


(T.W. Garvey) 


A.W. Peterson, Esq., M.V.0., 
Home Office, 
Whitehall S.W.1. 


Resettlement Board: Relief rates 


I have discussed this again with Mr. Peterson. 
He says that the intention of the Home Offices as 
we thought, to enable the Board to discriminate in 
favour of the better off. This is a concept which, 
when put on paper, has to be fluffed. 


2. The intention of the phrase in sub-paragraph 3 
of paragraph 2, “except in the type of case referred 
to above", was to give the Board a let-out for 
paying allowances above the standard rate to persons 
who had received such allowances in the past from 
the Society and who, in the Board's view, needed to 
continue to receive such allowances in future in 
order to “meet their needs". 


3. I have agreed with him that we shall stop 
sniping at the draft memorandum provided (as he is 
willing to do) sub-paragraphs 2 and 3 of paragraph 3 
are transposed. The result is not a masterpiece 

of drafting, and a lawyer could find a number of 
ambiguities in it. Since, however, the point has to 
be fluffed anyway, I doubt whether we shall do 
better. 


a 
[Weinte Urano wre. [ Gag 
(T.W. Garvey) 


Mr. Ross Februa: (shal . 
PA eine aes f 


Copy sent to Mr. Blackh 


xT Gir: 


J (Gt ad 
a ss 2 : 
AFRICAN DEPARTMENT 2 r) ‘s SN 
‘ , 


1957 
From 9) po on ANGLO - FEYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD 
ie Ly farsey Me C ke 2 draft deft hows | te 
| ca ke JOVIED 7 beneferianes 
No. 
pact Fok requected = by 


Received i” } 1 4 957 


Registry— 


References to former relevant papers MINUTES 


(How disposed of) 


| Dy ld. Peexaona, VQ 0 W. [PR Home fc, ie Yb, farsey 6a. 


GE 


(Action 
completed) aves) 


We. » \ : 
- a 
we KX 
References to later relevant papers 


M4320 50774—2 


JEIbI3 
Anglo-Egyotian Resettlement Boerd. 


The Home Office have asked for advice on the 
definition of the categories of beneficiaries. I should 
be glad of your comments this morning on the atteched first 
attempt et a draft. 


pe The first peragraph deals with what are losely 
called "refugees" or “expellees". These include nor merely 
those who heve been flung out by the Egyptians, but those who 
came out, or omitted to go back, in the course of the summer 
in response to British warnings. I have tried to avoid the 
phrase “normally resident in Egypt" as this may carry a 
series of misleading or unwelcome implications in connection 
with taxation and Exchange Control status. So far as I can 
see, the two tests to be applied are 


(a) that the individual should have been living in 
Egypt, or, if normally living there, casuelly 
absent from Egypt, when the intervention took 
place, and 


(b) that his property should have been sequestrated. 
It may however be possible to do the definition 
more simply than I have done. 


3s On the pensioners, the test should be that the 
individual was in receipt of a pension (this takes in the 
widows, dependents etc.). The bit sbout “past established 
service" is inserted in order to underline the exclusion of 
the Dismissed British Officiels of 1951. 


jie eo oe 


T.W. Garvey 


February 7, 1957. 


Mr. yetlat 


Copy to Mr. Blackham 


; We should not rush this unduly. it is not easy and 
if we do we shall make mistakes. 


Be On first reading of the draft the following comments 
occur to me: 


Paragraph 1 
The word "individual" should be omitted because 
it is unnecessary. 


Do we mean "British Subject" or "citizen of the 
United Kingdom and Colonies"? The former expression 
would include citizens of various Commonwealth countries 
other than the United Kingdom. 


m ; ee - Hee 
S a matter of drafting underlining might be 


/omitted 


omitted as well as the words in sub-paragraph (a) 
"and whose property in Egypt has been sequestrated." 
The words at the end of the paragraph would then 
govern both sub-paragraph (a) and (b). 


"lived" whose meaning is not precise? 

thought that it would be better to use either 
or “normally resident". This comment appli 
particular force to sub-paragraph (b). 


It is not clear v ther the paragraph is intended 
to apply to persons either in or resident in the United 
Kingdom or is intended to include persons answer the 
description who are outside the Uni i Ki lom. On 
February 5 the Prime Minister sai h uld look 
into this point (Hansard column 248.) 


Paragraph 2 


Again I think the underlining might be omitted and 
there is the question whether we should speak of "citizens 
of the United Kingdom and Colonies" instead of "British 
subjects". 


Do we in this case need the word "resident"? Indeed 
I wonder whether the test should be whether the person 
is now in the United Kingdom rather than ocutside Egypt. 


Is there a risk that the requirement of tual receipt 
as distinct from right to the pension might calUsé, casés 

in which the pension never was received for one réason 

or another’? 


Is the limitation to established services necessariby 
At? Is this really necessary for the purpose of 
excluding the dismissed British officials of 1951? 


3. The draft defines the categories of persons but at some 
stage it will be necessary to consider the conditions on which 
they will be entitled to assistance. I should perhaps add 
that it seems to me that the drafting of the terms of reference 
of the Board is the sort of matter that should be considered 
by somebody in the Treasury Solicitor's Office as well as by 
Legal Advisers in the Foreign Office. 


4, I am sending a copy of this minute to Mr. Blackham. 


Clagett 5 


(F.A. Vallat) 
February 7, 1957. 


Registry 
No. 


F 
1. Any /Individual| British subject who 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 


2 | 
(a) was living in Egypt on October 30, 


Confidential. 


Restricted. 1956 and has since that date left 
= Egypt, and whose property in Egypt 
has been sequestrated; 
lived in Egypt before O,tober 30, 1956 
but was outside Egypt on that date 
because either 
(i) he had left Egypt in response to 
advice given by H.M.G. on or 
about September 1 - 30, 1956, or 
he hed postponed his return to 


Egypt in response to such 


advice; 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


and whose property in Egypt has been seques— 
trated. 

2. Any British subject resident outside Egypt 
who before October 30, 1956, was in receipt of 
@ penson from the Egyptian Government in 
consideration of past established service under 
that Government or (in the case of widows and 


dependents) of such service by a close 
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relative. 


POREIGN OFFICE, S.Wele 


February 13, 1957. 


From conversation on the telephone with Otton, I 
gathor that what you want from us is not a legal definition 
ef the potential beneficiaries of the Resettlement Board, 
but merely a catalogue of the types of person who, in our 
view, should fall within the Board's + ate. I therefore 
Bend you the following, without cla hat it is an 
exhaustive list:- 


(a) British subjects (perhaps more properly Citizens 
of the United Kingdom and Colonies, plus British 
subjects without citizenship, though this is 
rather a Home Office point), who havo left Egypt 
since October 30, 1956; 


Those who were already out of Egypt on October 
30, 1956, because they either had already left 
in response to the advice (i.e. the “warnings") 
given by H.M. Government in tember or 
October or, being out of Ngypt at the time the 
warnings were given, prolonged their stay 
outside Egypt in response to the warnings; 


British subjects (or Citizens of the United 
Kingdon and Colonies, etc. - see above) who 
are entitled to a pension from the igyptian 
Government, These include:- 


(i) former pensionable servants of the Egyptian 
Government ; 


(ii) the dependents of such servants, who are 
entitled under Egyptian law to “dependents 
pensions" (widows and unmarried daughters). 


There are two catches about the pensioners:- 


(a) a small minority of them are resident outsides 
the United Kingdom I believe it to be the 
intention of Ministers that these people should 
not be excluded, though payments to them abroad 
would presumably need Hxchange Control clearance. 
If they are to be brought in, it would follow 
thet the test should not be one of residence in 
the United ringdom; 


in at least two cases known to m the titular 
pensioner has himself died since October 30, 
1956, leaving dependents who have a right under 
Egyptian law (the exercise of which is 
suspended by sequestration) to “dependents 
pension". It is clearly the intention of 
jinisters that these widows and orphans should 


A.W. Peterson, & «V.0. not / 
Home Office, Boned , 


Tel. No.: WHitehall 8100 Pe ais 
Eta me \ z 
- Io 13/3 


H OFFICE, 


Our Ref. ..... . . | HITEHALL, 
rho lean ee ea i LONDON, S.W.! 


18th February, 1957. 


Dear Garvey, 


As I mentioned to you, our legal advisers have attempted 
to produce a legal formula which will cover all the potential 
beneficiaries of the Resettlement Board, on the basis of the 
advice you gave us in your letter of 13th February. 


As you will appreciate, this is really the crucial point 
in the Trust Deed which they are drawing up, and before 
circulating this for comment they are most anxious to be 
sure that on this point it is correct. It is obviously a 
very tricky matter to leave the definition wide enough to 
take in everybody who ought to be helped by the Board without 
bringing in people who have had outstanding claims against 
the Egyptian Government for a number of years. 


Would you mind having a look at the attached copy of the 
relevant clause of the Trust Deed and telling us whether it 
seems right on policy grounds? In particular :- 


(a) Is there any need to bring in citizens of the 
Republic of Ireland in paragraph (2)? 


(b) How should the problem be dealt with of the refugee 
from Egypt whose claim to British nationality may 
in fact be open to some doubt? We have heard of 
some cases where there has been a doubt whether the 
refugee's passport or travel document can be renewed, 
because his claim to British nationality appears to 
be rather shaky. As I understand it - I hope 
rightly - the policy is that anyone who has been 
expelled from Egypt on the ground that he was a 
British subject and has come to this country with 


T.W. Garvey Esq, /some 


Foreign Office. 


some sort of British document shall be eligible 

to have that renewed. This may be going to give 

rise to some difficulties, however, and it is 

clearly right to provide for it in this document. 

As you will see a third paragraph has been included 
in the clause in the attached draft specifically 
designed to cover people whose claim to British 
nationality may be open to some doubt. The reference 
in it to "British passport" may well need altering, 
and I have no doubt that many of these people have 
arrived with an odd assortment of documents, some 
perhaps issued by the protecting Tower, which cannot 
in any sense be regarded as British passports. 
Alternatively, we wonder whether the inclusion of the 
word "issue" in paragraph (2)(a) of the draft might 
not be sufficient on its own to meet this point, since 
presumably those refugees who have a shaky claim to 
British nationality base it on descent from a British 
subject. 


If you could kindly help us in establishing that the 
policy in this clause is correct, we shall be in a position to 
circulate a draft Trust Deed. 


Yours sincerely, 


2.-(1) |All property for_the time being subject to the trusts of 


Che bn. 
this Deed shall be held upon trust to apply the same as income and 


subject to and in aecordance with any general or particular directions 
for the time being of the Secretary of State for the Home Department. 
(hereinafter referred to as the Seeretary of State) - 

(a) in or towards the naintenance education training | 
rehabilitation and resettlement in the United Kingdom 
or elsewhere or otherwise for the benefit of persons 

tb) wr adiveg onnd Hue hereinafter specified being persons in need of such 


: 
SPeration amongst perms awn 


Mituatens hema o et Creme lap 
ee ae stesped wm the last preven (6) in defraying expenses incurred in the administration 


pecagrapy end dayne) Biermateee of the bunfoses of this Deed 
r} of the Trust or otherwise n/ pexrying out_the\purposes 


assistance and 


shereoh| 
(2) The following persons shall be the specified persons for the 
purposes of this Deed, namely - 
(a) British subjects citizens of the Republic of Ireland 
and cone and relicts of British subjects or 
citizens of the Republic of Ireland being persons who ~ 
(i) having been resident in Egypt in the year 
1956 shall since being so resident have come 
to the United Ki: n or 
(ai) were until the thirtieth day of September 1956 in 
receipt of or dependant upon any pension payable 
by the Government of Egypt which shall have ceased 
to be paid in whole or in part or 
(iii) fall within any other class which my be preseribed 
by the Board with the consent of the Secretary of 
State. 
(b) The children spouses relicts and dependants of such persms 
as aforesaid. 
Kee (3) Any, person who shall have entered the United Kingdom in reliance 
an a a passport shall be deemed to be a British subject for the 
purposes of this Deed and a statement by any person shall for the 
protection of the Board be sufficient evidence of the truth thereof. 


Zz 
oO 
a 
< 
= 
= 
<I 
Ee 
2 
Zz 
Ww 
= 
o 
Ee 
Ww 
co 
° 
Ee 
oO 
S 
x 
= 
ie) 
Zz 


62805 (5640) A.O.St. 


Minutes 


cifie points on 
advice. 


t 
pra. actice 
on the 

at they are 
every respect 


with ordi " + citizens. This is an 


exercise L involves I ing funds from 
the U.K. Exche Bee i i i 

have thought that 

to people who can a 

evidence of I 


but I seem 
of TeerudG tng 


aference to 
land but I 
Office to 


xr nt 
BpOUL this. Th sont hat are 
doubtful e ak do not dissent from 
Peterso I doubt whether 
vord “issue" aa his 
suffices to 


it be used 
ression "in rel 
ort": 


"in reliance upon 

purporting to 

issued by either i authoriti es 
or by Swiss ar in the exercise 
of their protec Briti 
interests". 


I have discussed 
Guthrig of Treaty and 
who sees no objection. 


ie I am not sure tr Mr. Peterson's draft 
ters for the second "catch" mentioned in 
Garvey's letter of February 13, i.e. 
ensioner has died nee 1956; I 
words “or dependent upon" 
to cover this. 


Minutes 


opinion on the last 


Me. yC | nf ; 
Yn Rise Mf av 
apparently Kridel a 
bbik nett. hen “ele 
Whats. ~ BE: wot we 
ie aoe ee pet: 
Re gud 
qh 


" 
-. f 


Ane, 


a 
Oo 
4 
d 
= 
2 
<I 
- 
2 
Zz 
wi 
= 
= 
4 
Es 
Ww 
[-*) 
° 
E 
Oo 
z 
<I 
- 
° 
zZ 


POREIGH OFFPIOR, S.Wele 


February 205 1957. 


Many thanks for your letter of February 18 onolosing 
an extract from the draft Trust Deed for the Resettlement 
Boarde My comments on the two points you raised are as 
Pollows. 


2e verse eee This is not a matter on which wo 
have any particular view as a Department, and we would 
be happy to leave it to you to settle the point. I 
note that the Prime Minister, when he spoke on February 
5, used the terms “British subjects" and “British 
nationals” in his statement, and in answer to lir, 
Snow's supplementary declared that “all British subjects 
are British subjects", If we were to follow the Prime 
Minister literally, I take it that the citizens of some 
Commonwealth countries would be admissible, I do not 
know whother this is in fact your intention, or, if it 
ic, whether you would in those cirounstances wish to 
keep the Irish out. For what tho information may be 
worth, wo have not actually come across any cases where 
a refugee has claimed Eireann nationality, though there 
may conecivably be one or two such. 


3. bt: British Nati ie Wo agree very much 
with the intention pa ph (3) of the draft. As 
@ possible alternative to the phrase “in relience upon 
& British passporc" we suggest 


"{n reliance upon any document purporting to 
show Britich nationality issued either by 
British suthoritieos or by Swiss authorities 
in the exercise of their protection of British 
interests”. 


This language is not sacrosanct. 


AcWe PatorBon, “OGeq MeVeOey 
Home Office 
Whitohall, S.Wels 


